
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming soon – Stathern Horticultural Show  

 see inside for your pull-out show schedule  
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What’s On in Stathern 

July 

Date Event Location and Time 

Sun 4th Family Service St Guthlac’s Church  at 

10:30 am. 

Tues 6th Parish Council WMI  7.00pm 

Sun 11th Holy Communion St Guthlac’s Church at 

10:30 am 

Wed 14th Womens Institute talk The Plough Inn  8.00pm 

Sun 25th Evening Prayer St Guthlac’s Church at 

6:30 pm 

August 

Date Event Location and Time 

Sun 1st Family Service St Guthlac’s Church at 

10:30 am 

Sun 8th  Holy Communion St Guthlac’s Church at 

10:30 am 

Tues 10th Parish Council TBA  7.00pm 

Weds 11th Womens Institute meeting – walk around 

Harby with refreshments 

TBA 

 

Sat 14th Hosenbury Music Festival  Hose Village Hall- see 

page **** 

Sun 22th Evening Prayer St Guthlac’s Church at 

6:30 pm 

Tue 24th WMI Upcycling Event TBA 

Mon 30th Coffee Shot open  8.00am – 2.00pm 
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Saturday September 4th – Horticultural Show in St Guthlac’s Church – 

Provisional Schedule included in this edition. 

Future events can be found on the Parish website www.stathernparish.co.uk 
 
For information, or to submit articles, please contact the team: Joan Bray 
01949 860602, Sheryl Smart: 01949 860763 or email - 
stathernstar@gmail.com 
 
 

************************************* 

The Covid pandemic has affected so many people including the children at our 

school.  Iona, a student at Stathern Primary School has written this personal 

account of how the pandemic has affected them.     

  

“The long-winded pandemic has taken its toll on all of us, majorly affecting 
some in specific. For me, I feel lucky. I won’t lie, it has been hard, but I live in 
the country side, and that has actually given me a window of opportunity to 
get better at certain parts of my education; something that I wouldn’t have 
been able to do in the normality of busy everyday life. When Microsoft Teams 
was introduced, I was extremely relieved. The work set beforehand over the 
summer was very problematic, with having to print out numerous sheets of 
paper, and other conundrums alike. But with online learning, I could just do it 
on a computer. No fuss. And, if any problem arose, I could just email the 
teacher. 
 
Coming back to school unearthed a few worries, like will it be safe? Will it be 
the same, or will it feel all weird? Luckily, my queries were answered. But, 
unfortunately, it wasn’t the same. Our tables were all in rows, Victorian style, 
and we weren’t allowed to turn around. It was also prohibited to work in 
groups on a table. And most sadly? We couldn’t hug, play tag or have any 
contact what so ever. That dampened our spirits slightly, but, I was ok with it, 
as I knew the restrictions would ease in time. After all, I was grateful that I was 
at school learning, and seeing my friends. 
 
I now can’t wait for September when hopefully, things will be back to normal.” 
  

************************************* 

  

mailto:stathernstar@gmail.com
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We don’t often get something creative sent to the Star for inclusion but Allison 
has sent us an appreciation of the village we live in. 

 
WELCOME to our Stathern 
 

A lovely place to be 
Make friends at the Coffee Shot 
They’ll even serve you tea. 
Warm and friendly local folk 
Pass the time of day. 
We also have a splendid park 
Where children go and play. 
The Stathern Star comes through your door, 
Bringing all the news 
And if you want a chat with God 
St Guthlac’s has the pews. 
Need some help? 
There’s Stathern Chat 
The social buzzing hub 
And if you are wanting fish and chips 
Just nip down the pub. 
The garage is the place you need 
For fuel or some new brakes, or if you are seeking exercise 
There’s Pilates to partake. 
Now you see that Stathern’s great 
It’s time to end this ditty 
And if you don’t like village life 
Then next time choose the City. 
 
Allison Hughes 
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PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

We welcome Malcolm Goff as a new member to the team. 
Malcolm was a member of the Neighbourhood Plan and is a 
long term resident. I’m sure he will be a valuable addition. 
 
STAT1 – although it has been quiet for a while we expect 
papers relating to discharge of conditions to be available in the 
next week or two.  Watch out for more information as it comes 
in. 
 

The Red Lion Inn – this has now been offered for sale with 
the planning application withdrawn. As the Parish Council had 
achieved a listing as an Asset of Community Value we now 
have the opportunity to facilitate a community purchase.   
 
A meeting last week was held to check the village appetite for 
such action and the well attended meeting unanimously urged 
the PC to put the required letter in to Melton Borough Council 
to start the process. This gives six months to put forward a bid 
before it can be sold. 
 
Some 11 volunteers came forward to form a group to work on 
plans and they will no doubt be very visible before long. Others 
unable to attend the meeting may also get involved. 
 

STATHERN | HOUSING | MATTERS 

A quick-fire round-up of housing matters in Stathern 

Stathern Housing Matters is an informal, voluntary email newsletter set up to 
share information on housing related matters in Stathern. Latest updates: 
 
1 STAT1 Land West of Main Street - 74 houses (Davidsons) - 19/01302/FUL             
The Section 106 legal developer contributions agreement supporting village 
amenities once STAT1 is built and occupied has been signed off and work can 
now commence. See dedicated Stathern Parish Council webpage for plans and 
latest information www.stathernparish.co.uk/stat-1-west-of-main-st Melton’s 

about:blank
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planning committee meeting video, giving unanimous approval, is here: 
https://youtu.be/zts7uPmGg1s from 08:55secs to 35:50secs.  
 
2 Blacksmith End – 9 houses – 19/01193/OUT – goes to the High Court 
Melton Borough Council (MBC) has now been given permission by a judge for 
the challenge to go to a substantive hearing at the High Court, date to be 
advised. This is usually a public hearing so members of the public can attend. 
This s.288 statutory challenge is against the Planning Inspectorate’s Appeal 
decision in February 2021 to allow the development. If the judge at the High 
Court hearing dismisses MBC’s challenge, the approved application for the 9 
houses stands. If the hearing approves MBC’s challenge, the application goes 
back to a new Planning Inspectorate appeal hearing, with a different inspector, 
to be re-heard. A record of the mistakes the High Court adjudges to have been 
made in the first appeal will be written up, so they can't be made again at a 
new appeal.  
 
3 South of 10, The Green - 2 dwellings after demolition of barn - 
21/00037/FUL and Tofts Hill, adj. Woodview Paddock - 3 bungalows 
(replacing 2) -  21/00038/FUL  
There were 70 public comments in total - all objections – and now both of 
these applications have been refused by the MBC Planning Officer under 
delegated powers.  
 
4 Red Lion Inn - single dwelling plus 7 to the rear - 20/01482/FUL  
The Red Lion is registered with Melton Borough Council as an Asset of 
Community Value and, as such, Stathern Parish Council were recently 
automatically notified that the owner intends to dispose of the property. This 
triggered an Interim Moratorium Period – the PC has the opportunity until 
16th July 2021 to advise MBC of the intention of an interested party to bid on 
the property, if that is what is agreed. If an intention to bid is notified, this 
would then trigger a full 6-month moratorium period during which the owner 
is unable to sell the property within this period but can continue to market the 
property. Ultimately, the owner may sell to whom he chooses - the 
moratorium simply provides time for a bid to be put together. 
 
5 Hill Top, Mill Hill - partial demolition, rebuild, extensions and alterations - 
21/00249/FULH  
This application sought improvements to the property which is attached to a 
Vale View – a Grade II listed building, but has been withdrawn by the applicant.  
 

about:blank
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6 Tofts Hill/Field OS 5000 – barns demolition, 1 house – 20/01095/FUL  
The applicant appealed to the Planning Inspectorate for a ‘written 
representation appeal’ following the unanimous refusal by Melton’s planning 
committee on 9th December 2020. All representations have now been 
submitted to the inspector. The Appeals Casework Portal Reference number 
APP/Y2430/W/21/3267888 will be updated as and when a decision has been 
made. In the meantime an application for a lawful development certificate for 
addition of steel supports to existing roof and cladding has been made - 
21/00397/CL 
 
7 New garage and workshop area with associated parking, Long Lane - 
21/00061/FUL 
This is to relocate Stathern Garage away from the village centre. The 
application’s Planning Statement says: “The new location would allow the 
expansion of the current garage and would also reduce the congestion and 
issue of parking that currently surrounds the garage.” There are currently 21 
public comments online: 8 objections and 13 in support. A planning committee 
date is awaited. 
 
8 Baileys Farm Mill Hill – erection of a single dwelling - 21/00411/VAC 
(18/01119/FUL)  
An original proposal for a 3-bed farmhouse was approved; the applicants wish 
to vary it - to  simplify the building while remaining true to the approved 
scheme, taking the form of a barn conversion built in local stone and oak. It 
replaces a static caravan which has been on the site for over 10 years. The date 
for public comments has passed, with none submitted, and a decision is 
awaited. 
 
9 Greensmith Cottage, 8 City Road – new dwelling within curtilage - 
21/00554/FUL (21/00555/LBC) 
There are two applications as one is a Listed Building Consent. The Heritage 
Statement says this would be a ‘cottage style building with low eaves and ridge 
will be complemented by a mix of red brick (in an English bond pattern) and 
ironstone base walls along with dark timber cladding and red pantile roof’. The 
expiry date for public comments is 2nd July and a decision is awaited. 
 
10 Summerhouse and Yoga Studio - 2 Water Lane - 21/00570/FULHH  
The application’s Design and Access Statement refers to this building being 
designed for family members to comfortably do their yoga practice and to 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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accommodate family meals at a table in the summer. The date for public 
comments is now past (there are currently none) and a decision is awaited.  
 
11  Stathern Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern  
The draft Stathern NP is now being examined by a planning inspector who has 
asked questions of both MBC and the Parish Council. These questions and 
responses, along with the draft NP, can be seen on the Examination section of 
the above link which is updated by MBC. They relate mainly to the Local Plan 
‘windfall’ error and the Blacksmith End section 288 appeal situation. They have 
delayed the expected date of the inspector’s final report which will state what 
modifications are required to produce a ‘referendum version of the NP’ for the 
residents to vote on in a yes/no village referendum. Over 50% of votes must be 
in favour for the NP to be ‘made’ in law. 
 
12 Planning Applications https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/  
Search on the above link for the reference numbers listed to find the 
applications/documents; or search using ‘Stathern’. MBC Duty Planning Officer: 
01664 502427 (M-F 9 – 5pm) or email developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk 
Commenting on applications can be made online via the application, or by post 
to Development Control at: Parkside, Station Approach, Burton Street, Melton 
Mowbray LE13 1GH or by email developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk Note: the 
items above all relate to buildings but there are still a number of tree 
applications which can be seen under a search for ‘Stathern’ as above. 
 
13 Stathern Parish Council   www.facebook.com/Stathernparish    
www.stathernparish.co.uk 
See Stathern Parish ‘online’ on for regular updates on housing 
www.stathernparish.co.uk/planning-applications  and parish matters or see 
the notice board on Main Street opposite the WMI Village Hall.  
 
Please get in touch if you would like to join the SHM database, all recipients 
are blind-copied for confidentiality.     
 
Alison Shelton 
Stathern.Housing.Matters@gmail.com 
07801 970883  
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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WAR MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 

 
The WMI is back to being at the heart of the village 
with its selection of classes.  
 
You can find details of all our classes on our Facebook 
page, or outside the village hall itself - as a reminder, 
you can take part in yoga, Pilates, line dancing, art, tai 
chi and ballet fit.  There’s also lots for the little ones 
with kids’ ballet, tap, modern and acro gymnastics, 
and parents in the village can pop along to the regular 

Friday playgroup.  
We’ve also been busy working on our latest project… Drop-in sessions for 
those who need a little help with IT. Here’s a fun way to let you know what it’s 
all about! 
 
Stathern WMI “Connect” - A digital ditty ... 
 
Hurrah, at last, the WMI 
Has help each week for those 
Who bought the tech, then gave a sigh 
As questions then arose. 
 
We’ve Wi-Fi, laptops, tablets too 
For those without to use … 
Or bring your own - both old and new, 
What have you got to lose? 
 
T’is friendly guidance that you seek? 
Or ‘how-to’ help you need? 
We’ve drop-in sessions every week 
Refreshments, too, indeed! 
 
Come on down and ‘Connect’ with us at the WMI 
Wednesdays 1 – 3pm from 21st July 2021 
FREE sessions from ‘The Little hall with a Big heart’ 
Run by friendly volunteers with a range of ‘know-how’. 
 
As always, you can contact the WMI on wmiquery@gmail.com, via our 
Facebook page or on 01949 833508. 

mailto:wmiquery@gmail.com
tel:01949%20833508
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 STATHERN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

 
Despite the many challenges which have faced us all, the Committee have 
pulled together to communicate with members in some way, aware that 
meeting socially is still difficult.  Plans are still 'fluid' but we press on and 
deliver what is possible at a given time along with the Government guidelines. 
 
Our meetings at The Plough will continue, they have hosted us very well in the 
past and as things currently are, up to 30 of us can...weather 
permitting.....meet, socially distanced outside in the garden. 
 
For July, there will be a Q & A session with our member Barbara who will talk 
to us about her interesting life, and currently this will be outside. 
 
In August, the plan is to walk to (or meet in) Harby where a member has 
offered to host our August Social Meeting in her garden. 
 
On 24th August we are planning an 'Upcycling Sale' whereby we plan to accept 
good clean quality clothing or handbags for sale, subject to a percentage paid 
to the WI.  So, time to have a clear out of all those lovely items which are too 
good to just give away!  More details will follow. 
 
Other events on the calendar to look forward to are a talk by a Pantomime 
Dame and a cookery demonstration by our President, Mary Hughes. 
 
We have a thriving and wonderful WI in our village which we should be proud 
of as sadly there are a number of local villages which have lost theirs. 
 
Keep safe everyone and look forward to better times! 
 
Any queries of questions about joining please contact: 
Karen.mathias@btinternet.com or maryjhughes1@yahoo.co.uk  or any 
Committee Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Karen.mathias@btinternet.com
mailto:maryjhughes1@yahoo.co.uk
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 STATHERN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
 

What beautiful gardening weather we have had … everything is growing like 
crazy, especially the weeds! Good to have a little positive news too and, having 
had a couple of committee meetings, the Horticultural Society have taken 
steps towards restarting our meetings again, beginning on the 4th September 
with the Annual Show at St Guthlac’s Church. 
 
 As usual there will be classes for adults and children, with schedules being 
distributed in August to all houses in the village. Classes will include fruit, 
vegetables, flowers and lots of culinary items, art, photography and handicraft 
challenges for everyone. There will be music, displays and refreshments, with 
prizes, trophies and an auction, culminating with the grand prize draw - 
something for all the family.  Money raised from the Show will go towards the 
upgrading of the church lighting and conversion to LEDs to reduce energy 
consumption and reduce the carbon footprint of the church. 

Bookings have also been made for the resumption of monthly meetings at The 
Plough Inn.  Programme as follows:- 
6th October - a Quiz and Social;   
3rd November - Corin Tomlinson speaking about “Bonsai Trees”  
1st December - Christmas Dinner  

We have had enquiries from several new members and are looking forward to 
welcoming them when we next get together. Hoping to see as many of you as 
possible in September at the Horticultural Show. 
 
 

ST. GUTHLAC’S CHURCH 
West Vale of Belvoir Group of Churches 

 
VICAR 
Revd. Jamie Mackay, 1 Church Lane, Old Dalby, LE14 3LB 
Tel: H.  01664 823 475, M.  07946 895 858,  
Email:revjamiemackay@btinternet.com 
 
If you have any enquiries please contact: 
Mary Briant, 8 Valebrook Road, Stathern, LE14 4EB 
Tel: H.  01949869448,  M.  07773164662,  
email: marybriant@aol.com 

mailto:revjamiemackay@btinternet.com
mailto:marybriant@aol.com
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Stathern St Guthlac’s Church Services for July and August 
We must still abide by restrictions, but we are able to hold church services 
provided masks are worn and social distancing respected.  We may be able to 
get back to normal from 19th July if the restrictions are lifted in full on that 
date.   Everyone is welcome at St Guthlac’s. 
Our July and August services are: 
 
Sunday 4th July          Family Service      10:30am 
Sunday 11th July        Holy Communion  10:30am 
Sunday 25th July        Evening Prayer      6:30pm 
Sunday 1st August     Family Service      10:30am 
Sunday 8th August     Holy Communion 10:30am 
Sunday 22nd August   Evening Prayer      6:30pm 
 
Bric ‘n Brac ‘n Bakes 22nd May 
Very many thanks to everyone who supported our event Bric ‘n Brac ‘n Bakes 
whether by buying cakes, joining us for a coffee and chat or visiting the various 
table tops around the village. We also greatly appreciated and would like to 
thank all those who made the effort to set up a table-top sale. These were 
spread all down Main Street and into Blacksmith End, with several located in 
the Chapel Lane Paddock, courtesy of Roger and Barbara Hawkins. Thanks go 
to Helen Fagan, who hosted the cake sale and coffee and chat in her front 
garden.  
 
The weather was rather against us (a bit reminiscent of May last year) but at 
least it didn’t tip with rain! We’re delighted to say that we raised a fantastic 
£743.83 in total.  
 
Of this, £244.06 has been given to Christian Aid and £243.57 to the Grantham 
Food Bank. The table-tops had mixed fortunes, some raising good amounts and 
some sadly not raising so much. The total from the table-tops was £256.20. 
The various sellers chose where to donate their proceeds. Some chose to 
donate to our nominated charities, with others favouring their own favourite 
charities. This included: 
 
£46.75 for St. Guthlac’s Church 
£70.00 for Dove Cottage 
£72.20 for the Alzheimer’s Society 
£51.75 for Duchenne UK  
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Some of you are continuing to sell items in various ways, so we hope that by 
the time you read this, the above totals will have crept up.  
 
So once again, thank you to everyone who baked, bought and sold. You all did 
our village proud! 
 
Sally Fagan 
On behalf of St. Guthlac’s Church 
 
And many thanks to Sally who does all the organising, chivvying and 
publicising – Editors 
 
 
‘Shaped by God Together’ – diocesan reorganisation – local conversations. 
Members of Stathern PCC and church electoral roll members met in church on 
the 15th June to discuss the diocesan proposals for ministry reorganisation of 
the diocese.  This was requested because the diocese is conscious that there 
are new ways of expressing faith and, with falling revenue, the way the diocese 
operates has to change.  The members present heard about three possible 
models of reorganisation and opted for one which would form groups of 
churches into a Mission Area.  The Area would be larger than our current 
benefice of 6 churches and some of the focus of the group would be to 
develop innovative work with local schools, although the parish church would 
retain its current responsibilities. There would be a team of clergy and lay 
ministers working across the whole Mission Area.  
 
The results of our meeting have been fed back to the diocese and, after all 
consultations have been completed, the Diocesan Synod will meet on 21 
October to decide the way forward. 
 

A new priest joins the team 
Paul Towns, who lives at Harby and runs Paul Town Agriculture Ltd at Scalford, 
has now completed his training and will be licensed by the Bishop of Leicester 
as Minister for Harby at a ceremony in Long Clawson Church at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 5th August.  Assuming restrictions are lifted, all are invited to attend 
this very special occasion and service.  
Paul will be a part-time non-stipendiary priest (i.e, non-paid), and will join the 
team led by Revd Jamie, the other member being the Revd Simon Shouler, who 



14 
 

is also non-stipendiary.  We welcome Paul to his new role and hope to see him 
taking services at Stathern on occasions. 
 
Chancel wall cracks 
In our last Newsletter we mentioned that some red ochre paint has been 
discovered beneath some of the chancel wall plaster where the plaster has 
badly cracked.  On further careful inspection this paint has also been found in 
other parts of the chancel.  This is rather confusing because old records 
suggest that because there had been so much rebuilding of the chancel any old 
paint had been removed.  We have contacted Historic England for advice and 
they ask us to proceed very cautiously and not to remove any loose plaster.  
The Diocesan Advisory Committee, which assesses recommendations for 
church repairs, has also been informed and they have provided further advice. 
Meanwhile the main chancel crack appears to be stable and is being monitored. 
 
Dates for your diary: 4th September and 17th October 
Once again, the Stathern Horticultural Society and the church will join forces to 
organise the annual Horticultural Show in the church on Saturday 4th 
September. 
 
Details of the classes for the Show are included in this edition, so keep the date 
free and be ready to enter your prize exhibits on the day. There will be an 
auction of produce, live music, refreshments, a grand raffle and tombola, and 
no doubt other attractions.  
 
On Sunday 17th October there will be the annual Harvest Lunch in the War 
Memorial Institute.  This will be a charity event and families are welcome.  
Please put it in your diary. Details to follow. 
 
Notes from the recent PCC meeting 
The PCC met towards the end of May for the first time for many months. 
Among many items considered were the following: 
• The treasurer is predicting that the loss of income for the church due to the 

pandemic will be £2000 for the year, and the diocese is predicted to lose 
£2m in income. 

• The PCC intends to purchase a comprehensive collection of hymns CDs in 
memory of Gillian Deave, to use at services when necessary. 

• The PCC approved a proposal for the creation of a small wild flower garden 
in the churchyard, in memory of Gillian Deave.  This scheme has now gone 
to the Parish Council (who maintain the churchyard) for approval.  If we get 
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the go-ahead, work to prepare the ground is likely to commence in the 
autumn. 

• The PCC discussed various initiatives to make St Guthlac's Church carbon 
neutral by 2030, in keeping with the Church of England's target.  Among 
these initiatives is a plan to change all the church halogen light bulbs to 
efficient LED bulbs. 

• The PCC has accepted a proposal to prevent sand eroding from the 
ironstone tower wall by the churchyard public footpath.  This requires a 
contractor to abseil down the tower from the roof, employing a technique 
known as ‘tap and brush’ to dislodge loose surface material.  Approval from 
the church architect and the diocese will be sought after final cost 
estimates have been made. The public footpath will remain open during the 
work and pedestrians protected. 

 

 
. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 
 
 

STATHERN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME is dedicated to 
improving community safety through the exchange of 
information relating to criminal and antisocial behaviour. We are 
in contact with the police, the Parish Council and other NHW 

schemes throughout the Vale and therefore receive information as to what is 
happening in and around our surrounding area.  

HOW TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS: Please consider signing up for the email 
alerts and updates sent by Stathern NHW scheme. All emails will be sent ‘blind’ 
to keep your email address confidential.   

Email stathernnhw@gmail.com 

We have been made aware of a Covid Vaccine Passport scam email going around 
that purports to be from the NHS and informs recipients that they can apply for 

their “Digital Coronavirus Passports” 
 

Clicking on the link within the email, takes you to a convincing but fake NHS website 
that asks for personal and payment details. (for an admin fee) 

 
The website has since been taken down, but in case similar emails/websites appear 
can you please circulate the attached alert to your residents, members, groups and 

mailing lists. 

mailto:stathernnhw@gmail.com
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DOVE COTTAGE 

 

Garden Party & Family Fun Day 

 

To celebrate our Silver Anniversary, we are opening the hospice 

and inviting everyone to a fun-filled family day and garden party. 

  

Come along and enjoy live music, arts & crafts stalls, plus activities 

for the children, including a treasure trail, glitter tattoos and lots 

more…! 

 

Refreshments will be available, as well as goodies for the kiddies! 

 

We want to celebrate with you in our 25th year, and invite you to 

wander around our beautiful gardens, take a tour of the hospice, 

and learn about its history and why our guests love us so much.  

 

More exciting details will be announced soon… 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 

 

Where: Dove Cottage Day Hospice,  

Canal Lane, Stathern, LE14 4EX 

When: Sunday, 12th September, 12pm-4pm 

 

 

 

 

  



18 
 

Nature Notes 

This year has to be the best I have had for amphibians in my ponds.  Normally 

I am complaining about the lack of frogs but although I had no frog spawn I 

seem to have quite a few frogs both in and around the pond and I often find 

them as I am about to mow the lawn!!   Thankfully I always check first as I am 

trying to leave the lawn to grow a bit longer for the pollinators and the frogs 

seem to like the longer grass as well.     I have also discovered an enormous 

toad in the pond and have a few small ones in the greenhouse of all places.  

I can only assume the humidity attracts them as it gets very hot in there.    

The highlight though has been finding great crested newts breeding in my 

back garden pond.       I found the male 

accidentally when I was scooping out pond 

weed and he was in the net.    The best way 

to describe him was like the Arnold 

Schwarzenegger of the newt world, he was 

huge with a zigzag style crest on his back.   

At first it didn’t register what type of newt it was as I had never seen one 

before and I left the net in the water to go and get my camera.  However in 

those few minutes it had crawled out and disappeared.   A guide book 

quickly confirmed though that it was a Great Crested Newt.    I didn’t see it 

again but a few days later I was watching my little newts and suddenly a 

large brown newt emerged. It dwarfed the other newts being about three 

times the size which I gather made it a female.    I then saw three further 

females at the same time and a few days later discovered little white eggs 

on some of my pond plants.   

I have since spent hours by the pond trying to get some photos although they 

haven’t been very good due to the algae issues I originally had and that the 

GCNs seem to be much shyer than my other newts and not very photogenic.   

However, they were good enough to send to the Amphibian and Reptile 

Conservation Trust to record as they are rare and protected by law.   I know 

other people around my house have seen them in their gardens and it would 

be interesting to find out if they are in other parts of the village, so let me 

know via the Star email address. 

Sheryl 
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Scottish Troops Invade Stathern 

Some years ago, while digging in the garden at 1 Chapel Lane, I dug up 
a rusty piece of metal which, on examination, seemed to be the broken 
end of a sword, about 9 inches long and with a distinctive cross-section. 

I gave this item to someone with museum contacts for identification and 
after many months the blade was returned with a note saying that 
Leicester Museums believed it is from a sword or pike from the Civil War 
period.  They included an illustration of a German halberd (ie an axe 
blade topped with a spike) but I assume this was just for illustration 
purposes only.  

The interesting words are “from the Civil War period”.  During the English 
Civil War (1642-1651) we know that there were many skirmishes 
between Cromwellian and Royalists troops in the Vale, though no actual 
fighting is recorded in Stathern. In the St Guthlac’s Churchwardens 
Accounts for1649 there appears the following: 

Payed to Matthew Glenn for neales for the belles and mending the lock 
of the chist and the locke of the Chanchell Dore that the Scottes 
brocke…[paid to Matthew Glenn for the nails for the bells and mending 
the lock of the chest and the lock of the chancel door that the Scot’s 
broke…] 

Many of King Charles’ troops were Scottish.  The Scots had joined 
forces with the English Royalists to restore the king to the throne 
because in 1647 he had signed an agreement with them for the return of 
Presbyterianism in England. 

Revd Peirson in his booklet about the church in 1905 says: On one 
occasion an outlying party of Scottish soldiers unable to re-join their 
regiment, broke open the chancel door and passed the night in the 
church 

There is no other record of damage done by the Scottish troops or of 
any items taken from the church, nor of any disruption in the village.  But 
is the broken piece of sword or pike found in my garden linked to these 
troops? I still have the item, carefully wrapped up, but I will probably 
never know how it came to be discarded in Stathern 360 years 
ago.                                                                                                             
                         
                                                                                Roger Hawkins 
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Eastwell Village Hall events 

E@EASTWELL 
We plan to start up again in October when we will hopefully have had a 
bit of time getting used to meeting indoors. This is dependent on there 
being no Covid restrictions in place. In the event of cancellation all 
monies will be refunded. 
 
MORGANWAY 
Sat 9th October, 7.45pm. Doors 7.00pm. 
Striking six-part harmonies, energetic rhythms, catchy songs and a 
fiercely formidable live act, Morganway have made quite an impression 
on the UK’s rising Americana scene. Part country, part rock, with 
sprinklings of folk and something else entirely, it’s not easy categorising 
the band’s “delightfully unconventional sound”. 
With a British Country Music Award Nomination for UK Band of the Year, 
Morganway have caught the attention of Whispering Bob, and they have 
been described as “One of the best and most exciting prospects to 
emerge in a long time.” 
 
CONNOR SELBY 
Sat 30th October, 7.45pm. Doors 7.00pm. 
Connor Selby is a rising British star in the traditions of Eric Clapton 
and Peter Green. He has already performed with his band at 
Wembley Stadium, at the age of 22, at the behest of The Who. 
Voted Young Artist of the Year in the 2020 UK Blues 
Awards, Connor and his band played a memorable gig in Eastwell in 
February 2020 and it will be great to welcome them back. 
 
NOBLE JACKS 
Fri 26th November, 7.45pm. Doors 7.00pm. 
With the fiddle leading the charge, Noble Jacks are out to take no 
prisoners with their high-energy footstompin’ rhythms, which have 
taken crowds by storm across the UK. Hailed as the finest purveyors 
of folk-influenced Americana, the band were invited to showcase 
at Americana Fest in Nashville, USA where they went down a storm. 
Those who were at the February 2018 gig in Eastwell still talk about 
how special it was so we are delighted that Noble Jacks are 
returning. To enhance the atmosphere there are standing as well as 
seated tickets available. 
 
Tickets/Info at www.eastwell.org.uk/concerts or call John on 07890 
118002 or 01949 869492 

http://www.eastwell.org.uk/concerts
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HOSENBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY 14th AUGUST 

 
We have been sent the following details about the Hosenbury 
Festival which has been rescheduled now to August:–  

 
Line up 
1pm Karen Celtic Blues 
2pm Faulty New Goods 
3pm Graham Tranfield and Friends  
4pm Belvoir Academy  

5pm Police Academy  
7pm  TBC 
9 pm Jersey Boys 
10 pm Beach Boys 
11pm Take that 
 
All acts and times are subject to change  
 
Tickets Hose PO £15 
Eventbrite £20 
 
Check website for up to date details  
Hosenbury.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
Eastwell History Group - Autumn Programme 
 

With the real  prospect of re-opening our activities we have arranged a 
modest autumn programme to get things moving, all to be held at 
Eastwell Village Hall.  So far, the following are in the diary:- 
  

 Wednesday 29th September at 7:30pm.  A presentation by our 
favourite historian and re-enactor Jed Jaggard, all about The 
Romans and their local influence.  This is the presentation 
postponed from March last year.  We look forward to welcoming 
Jed back to Eastwell. 

 Thursday 11th November at 7:30pm.  A presentation ‘All about 
Bees and Honey’ will be given by experienced beekeeper Paul 

http://hosenbury.org.uk/
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Taylor from Scalford.  Paul will talk about the history of 
beekeeping, honey and wax products. 

 Wednesday 24th November Eastwell History Group AGM at 
7:30pm.   

  
More details on each of these events will be provided nearer the time. 
 

******************************** 
 
We have received a couple of health related pieces of publicity – 
brief details given below. 
 
The Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Commissioning Group have 
set up a website to help people through a range of issues around dying.  
The address is  - www.dyingmattersleicestershireandrutland.com and 
it aims to support people through every stage of dying, death and 
bereavement. 
 

Step up to Great Mental Health 
  
The three NHS clinical commissioning groups covering Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland are carrying out a public consultation into 
proposals to invest in and improve adult mental health services for 
people when their need is urgent or they need planned care and 
treatment.  We would like to give as many people in Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland the opportunity to share their views, on what 
is a very important topic right now.  
  
The consultation, which runs until 15th August 2021, concerns the 
services delivered by Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust, alongside 
some key partners. 
  
The Step up to Great Mental Health proposals are set to deliver a 
number of improvements that will better support adults and older people 
who need mental and emotional support urgently and for community 
mental health care and treatment planned in advance. 
  
The proposals would provide joined-up and easier access, for people 
and their families, to mental health care and provide more mental health 
care locally, including in people’s homes, meeting the needs of our 
communities.  This will leave inpatient facilities to care for the most 
unwell people.  They will also reduce long waits and help people to get 

http://www.dyingmattersleicestershireandrutland.com/
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the right care, first time, providing a seamless experience with no 
unnecessary delays or need to continually repeat their story. 
  
The proposals will help improve the health and wellbeing of people 
which will help them to live the best life they can. 
  
We would encourage you to visit the 
website www.greatmentalhealthllr.nhs.uk to view the full consultation 
document and have your say via the consultation questionnaire. 
  

http://www.greatmentalhealthllr.nhs.uk/
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CONTACT NUMBERS  
 
Baby and Toddler Playgroup 
Alice Tranfield(07756 686682) 
 
Belvoir Dance Academy 
(07786 545113) 
Clare Calder (Ballet, tap & modern) 
 
BelvoirCare(event first aid & training) 
Martin Fagan (01949 898333) 
training@belvoircare.com 
 
Belvoir Vale Bowls Club 
Stephen Bacon (07870 327568) 
 
Belvoir Vale Tennis Club (Hose) 
Linda White (01664 822993) 
 
Brownie Guides (Harby) 
Viv Hewson (860354) 
 
Dog Wardens 
860138 and 861341 
 
Eastwell History Group 
John Wood (01949 861836) 
 
FLAG (Framland Local Archaeological 
Group) 
Tony Connolly (01476 870072) 

 
Friends of Stathern School 
Mary Swain (07966 082955) or 
Stathern Primary School 
 
Harby Girl Guides 
Amy Schofield (860723) 
harbyguides@gmail.com 
 
Harby Harlequins 
Paul Steward (860112) 
Sally Fagan (860167) 
 
Long Clawson Cubs & Scouts 
Lisa Allen (07900 620819) 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Hilary Patterson (869198) 
 
The Royal British Legion 
Liz Hourd (860332) or 
Graham Shipman (860874) 

 
Speedwatch 
Judith Daws (860138) 
e-mail: judithdaws@f2s.com 
 
St Guthlac’s Church PCC 
Roger Hawkins (860215) 
Mary Briant (869448) 
 
St Guthlac’s Bell Ringers 
Roger Hawkins (860215) 
 
Stathern Horticultural Society 
Bob Wadsworth (861432) 
 
Stathern Housing Matters 
Alison Shelton (07801 970883) 
 
Stathern Neighbourhood Plan 

Justine Collins (07702 806685) or  

E: StathernNHP@gmail.com 
 
Stathern Parish Council/Allotments  
Justine Collins (Clerk) 07702 806685 
 
Stathern Primary School   
The School Secretary (860316) 
 
Stathern Recreation Association 
Daniel Swain (869690) 
 
Stilton Striders Running Club 
E: stiltonstriders@yahoo.co.uk  
 
The Vale Choir (Church Choir) 
Richard Hedley (861747) 
 
Vale of Belvoir Ramblers 
01949 836042  
vbramblers@gmail.com  
 
Village Library – Telephone Kiosk 
Sally Fagan 860167 fagan@dircon.co.uk 

War Memorial Institute 
Alison Shelton (01949 833508)  
E: wmiquery@gmail.com 
 
Women’s Institute - Secretary 
E: karen.matthias@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:training@belvoircare.com
mailto:StathernNHP@gmail.com
mailto:vbramblers@gmail.com
mailto:wmiquery@gmail.com
mailto:karen.matthias@btinternet.com
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LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES  

 

Village facilities 
 

COFFEE SHOT 
Fabulous cakes, tea & coffee, 
sandwiches, breakfast rolls, bread, milk, 
sweets, newspapers & lots more  
Opening hours are:  
Monday - Friday - 7am - 4pm 
Saturday - 8am-3pm 
Sunday - 9am-1pm 
Tel: 01949 869063  
Website:www.coffee-shot.co.uk 
 

POST OFFICE AT THE PLOUGH 
Thursday 8:30am – 10:30am 
Friday 9am – 1pm 
 

Local Services  
BELVOIR FUELS 
Suppliers of all household coal, charcoal 
and kindling. 
Winter discount for pensioners 
Station Yard, Harby Lane 
Tel: 01949 860510 
 

NICHOLSONS 
General Building Work & Property 
Maintenance (based in Stathern) 
Plastering, Rendering, Injection Damp 
Proofing, Joinery, Plumbing, Kitchens & 
Bathrooms, Home Maintenance, 
Decorating, Conservatories, Extensions, 
Driveways, Fencing and Roofing. 
Concrete blocks made to specifications 
Fully Insured 
No job too big or too small 
Call 01949 729505 or 07763 702379 
 

 

CR HOME & GARDEN SERVICES 
Getting around to the jobs you don’t have 
time for.  General home repairs, garden 
maintenance, fencing, landscaping, 
patios and grass cutting. 
Tel: 01949 861880 – 07969 686157 

STATHERN CLEANING SERVICES 
Scott Wombwell -window cleaner, 
general outside maintenance including 
gutter clearing. 
Tel:  0796 8948692 
 
 

COMPUTER SOS 
Computer repairs, new computer/laptops, 
refurbished equipment etc.  Repairs 
undertaken in your own home. 
Contact Brian Kirk 
Tel:01949 861834 or 07894 352517 
 
 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Based in Stathern 
Over 20 years experience 
Very competitive prices 
Call Samantha 
Tel: 01949 860459 or 07963 745312 
 

 

PHILLIP HARBY ELECTRICAL  
We are a family run electrical contracting 
business with over 25 years experience 
in providing a full range of electrical 
services and installations.NICEIC 
registered contractor. 
Tel: 01664 444 358 or 07702 022 682 

 
 

Exercise and  Leisure 
 

HATHA YOGA FOR EVERYONE  
Tuesday – Hose Village Hall 6 – 7:30pm 
Thursday Eaton Village Hall 9:15-10:30 
am 
Thursday Stathern WMI 7:30-9pm 
 
Class sizes are limited. 
£7 per class 
Contact Erica on 07805 206976 
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PILATES  
Stathern Village Hall (WMI) 
Friday 9am – 10am 
£7 per class (£5 for those doing online 
deal). 
Limited spaces, bring own mat. 
Weekly pre-booking 
 
Online Zoom Classes 
Monday 5pm – 6pm 
Wednesday 9:30am – 10:30am 
Saturday 9:30am – 10:30am 
£6 per class (£10 weekly unlimited) 
For more info call Alice on 07756 
686682  

31 DEGREES LEISURE DAYS  
An exclusive Spa based in the village of 
Eastwell offering private Spas for groups 
of between 4 -14 people. For details see 
the website 
www.31degreesleisuredays.co.uk 
Contact Bridget on 07570 813212 
 

BELVOIR OSTEOPATHY  
Highly qualified and fully registered 
Osteopath located in the Vale of Belvoir 
(Harby).   We provide medical expertise, 
hands on treatment and management of 
various conditions 
To find out more go to 
belvoirosteopathy.co.uk 

 

Places to Stay 
 
THE OLD NURSERIES  
Boutique Bed and Breakfast in Stathern 

Www.theoldnurseriesbandb.com 
Email:-deb.beevers@gmail.com 
Telephone:- 01949 869167 
/07976315912 
 
 
 
 
 

Arts and Crafts 
 

ART CLASS 
Wednesday 10am - 12noon  
Stathern Village Hall 
£5 incl. tea/coffee and biscuits! 
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Erica on 07805 206976 
 

Mums and Toddlers 
 

PLAYGROUP 
Every Friday during term time from 
10:30am – 12:30pm. 
Babies to school age; £2:25 per family 
Stathern WMI 
Contact Alice Tranfield on 
07756686682 or 
alicetranfield@hotmail.com 
 

Counselling  
 

VALE OF BELVOIR COUNSELLING 
3 City Road, Stathern 
Individual, family or couples counselling. 
Experience in issues including 
relationships, loss and bereavement, 
domestic and sexual violence, stress, 
anxiety, low self-esteem and anger 
management. Adults and children. 
Telephone and skype sessions are also 
offered. 
Contact Kathy for further information 
on 07773010498 
www.valeofbelvoircounselling.co.uk 
 

 

 

http://www.31degreesleisuredays.co.uk/
http://www.theoldnurseriesbandb.com/
mailto:deb.beevers@gmail.com
http://www.valeofbelvoircounselling.co.uk/
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Clinical Hypnotherapy and Mind 
Coaching 
 
VALE THERAPY 

Clinical Hypnotherapist, Mind Coach, PLR 
and NLP Sports Mind Coach.   Specialist 
areas include: anxiety and worry, habits and 
beliefs, childbirth trauma, confidence and 
self-esteem, bullying, gaslighting& 
narcissism, exam stress, phobias, PTSD 
and cPTSD, stress management, trauma 
resolution. Contact Louise Page for 
further information on 07960 
839122,.www.valetherapy.co.ukTelephone 
and Skype sessions available. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.valetherapy.co.uk/
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