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A very Happy New Year to everyone. 

2020 has been extremely difficult for many people and most will be glad it is 

over.  Unfortunately we still have a way to go to combat Covid-19 and return 

to a more normal life. However, Covid-19 has shown what a wonderful, caring 

and supportive village we live in as summed up by Roger Hawkins’ article “The 

Spirit of Stathern”.  The increasing number of people using Stathern Chat on 

WhatsApp shows how important communication has been for the village. 

We would like to thank the Star team, Barbara Cooke, Linzi Shaw, Valerie 

Clayphan and Kate Jordan as well as the Parish Council as we couldn’t produce 

it without your help. 

Finally thank you to everyone who has continued to support the Star with 

updates and articles and we hope at some point in the future to have our list of 

events pages full again!! 

Sheryl and Joan 

 
 
 
The Spirit of Stathern 
 
How wonderful that after all the restrictions of much of the past year, Stathern 
came alive again this Christmas, thanks to the huge efforts of many of our 
villagers in bringing good cheer to our village.  We offer our thanks to the 
following people and groups: 
 
- to Alison Shelton and the combined Village Groups for bringing a sparkle to 
the village in the form of a village Christmas tree, and promoting a competition 
for the best Christmas lights decorating our houses.  Congratulations to the 
winners. 
 
- to Sally Fagan and her excellent bakers for making Christmas cakes, puddings 
and other goodies, and providing a welcome drink in the form of mulled wine 
or Pimms at the Bake Sale on 19th December. 
 
- to the Horticultural Society Committee for making and leaving a pot 
containing compost and bulbs on many doorsteps; a sign of hope for the 
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springtime.  Those who received them are looking forward to seeing what 
emerges! 
 
- to Clare Allen, Revd. Jamie Mackay, The Plough, the Coffee Shot, the WMI, 
the WI, the School and the Church for contributing to the Nativity Trail in the 
Village on Saturday 19th December. 
 
- and to all the helpers and contributors who, in their different ways, have 
generously assisted in engendering a great community spirit in our village. 
 
Well done everyone! 
Roger Hawkins 

 

 

 

Christmas 2020 
“Let’s light up Stathern” 

Stathern’s community groups joined forces in 2020 to bring the Christmas tree 
to the Chapel Lane paddock – thanks, as ever, to the Hawkins and Mills families 
– and to establish the annual Stathern Christmas Lights competition. 
 
Over 100 households lit up on 13th December to be entered into the 
competition and, in the week that followed, lots of socially-distanced (but 
sociable!) people strolled through the village, resulting in over 60 voting sheets 
being returned.  
 
When their stunning multi-coloured-collaboration at Folville House scooped 
the top prize Dave, Craig and Carole said, “Thanks everyone for all the votes - 
what a surprise! We’re very glad people enjoyed our decorations and it’s really 
lovely to see Stathern looking so bright and festive. We’re sadly relocating 
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from the village so may not be here to enjoy next year’s festivities.”  A 
doorstep presentation of the engraved trophy, kindly donated by The Hand 
Made Hut Co., and a festive bottle of fizz took place in Christmas week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Results: 
1st Place: Folville House, 13 Main Street 
2nd Place: West End Farm, 8 Penn Lane 
3rd Place: Wyton House 38 Valebrook Road 
 
 
 
Many congratulations to Folville House; the trophy will be engraved with each 
year's winning display address over the next ten years, so plenty of time to get 
planning for 2021. 
 
A huge thanks to everyone who has helped to ‘Light up Stathern’ throughout 
the Christmas period and thanks also to everyone who has supported the 
community groups and their many other activities, both over the festive period 
and throughout the year. Here’s looking forward to a brighter, healthier and 
happier 2021. 
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Stathern Community Groups 
Dove Cottage – Friends of Stathern School – Stathern Horticultural Society - St 
Guthlac’s Church – Stathern Recreation Association – Stathern WMI Village 
Hall – Stathern Women’s Institute 
www.Facebook.com/groups/StathernCommunityGroups 
 
 
 

Christmas Bake Sale and Nativity Trail 
 

Very many thanks to all of you 
who supported our Christmas 
Bake Sale and Nativity Trail and 
posted so many nice comments 
on Stathern Chat.  
 
The morning in numbers:- 
 
We estimate about 40 children 
followed the trail (with thanks to Rev. Jamie and wife Eva who put the clues 
together and massive thanks to Clare Allen for co-ordinating and organising all 
the stops). 
 
We had 30 people placing orders for baking.  
 
And 79 separate items/packs were ordered. 
  
We gave out about 60 glasses of free mulled wine or winter Pimms. 
 
Yvonne made 160 mince pies. 
 
Sally made 19 Christmas Puddings and 9 Christmas Cakes.  
 
Ewa made 9 Christmas Cakes as well as putting the marzipan and beautiful 
icing on most of the ones that Sally made.  
 
Helen made over 60 gingerbread biscuits and is still making truffles….. 
 
A police car drove past twice…were they checking on us? 
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Thank you to the 'powers that be' for the lovely sunny morning, but just as we 
were packing up a gust of wind took one of the gazebos right over the fence 
into next door's garden….aaaagh! 
 
And we made a fantastic £918.86 for the repair fund for the church chancel 
wall.  
 
Thank you again to everyone for coming, to those who supplied extra cakes 
and to Martin and Teja for all their help on the morning. 
 
Yvonne, Ewa, Helen and Sally 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

At the last Parish Council meeting, Lesley Sobey was co-opted on to the Council 

after responding to the request for a new member.  Lesley was heavily 

involved in the work for the Neighbourhood Plan, concentrating on the village 

environment.  

The next two meetings will be on Tuesday 12th January and Tuesday 9th 

February at 7pm.  Both meetings are available via Zoom.  If you wish to sign 

into the meeting, details are available on Stathern Matters or by contacting 

Justine Collins, the Clerk to the Council on 07702806685.  At the meeting in 

January, the Parish Precept for 2021 – 2022 will be set. 
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STATHERN | HOUSING | MATTERS 

A quick-fire round-up of housing matters in Stathern 

 
Latest updates on housing matters in Stathern: 
 
1.  STAT1 Land West of Main Street - 74 houses (Davidsons) - 19/01302/FUL 
Awaiting confirmation of the Section 106 contracts supporting village 
amenities. Melton’s planning committee meeting video, giving unanimous 
approval, is here: https://youtu.be/zts7uPmGg1s from 08:55secs to 35:50secs. 
 
2.  Tofts Hill/Field OS 5000 – barns demolition, 1 house – 20/01095/FUL. 
This application was unanimously refused by Melton’s planning committee. 
See the meeting’s video here https://youtu.be/dTn3DZgqcA4 from 00:05:07 to 
00:49:35. 
 
3. Tofts Hill/The Green - 9 houses (Redmile) 19/00741/FUL – APPEAL. The 
Planning Inspector’s decision to dismiss the appeal and refuse planning 
permission was issued on 4th November 2020. See 
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3248878 
 
4.  Blacksmith End – 9 houses – 19/01193/OUT – APPEAL. 
A Planning Inspector was appointed on 2nd December to proceed with the 
applicant’s appeal against Melton Borough Council’s refusal of planning 
permission. The procedure noted is ‘Hearing’ and is expected to take place 
within 12 weeks of the 2nd Dec. MBC has contacted everyone who 
commented on the application when it went to the MBC planning committee 
(and was unanimously refused) on 23.01.20. 
 
5.  To find planning applications, visit https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-
applications/.    Search using the reference numbers listed to find the 
applications and documents, or contact the Duty Planning Officer on 01664 
502427 (M-F 9 – 5pm) or developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk. 
 
6.  Stathern Neighbourhood Plan 
Stathern Neighbourhood Plan’s progress, along with the main submission 
document and all the appendices, can be accessed on 
https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern. The Melton Borough Council 6-week 
‘Regulation 16’ consultation for further comments closed on 23rd December. 
MBC next send the NP and all comments received to an Independent Examiner 

https://youtu.be/zts7uPmGg1s
https://youtu.be/dTn3DZgqcA4
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3248878
https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern
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who will consider it against local and national strategic planning policies and 
make recommendations for any changes felt to be necessary. Once the 
Examiner’s report has been accepted, and the changes made, the final NP will 
be put before the community of Stathern in a referendum: it will pass or fail on 
the basis of a simple majority. If it passes it will be ‘made’ and can be used by 
Melton BC to determine planning applications in the parish. This is the 
summary page where you can see all of the Melton Borough Neighbourhood 
Plans: https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/neighbourhood-plans 
 
Stathern Housing Matters is an informal, voluntary email newsletter set up to 
share information on housing related matters in Stathern. Email Alison Shelton 
on Stathern.Housing.Matters@gmail.com to join the confidential database. 
 
 

STATHERN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

 
 
We wish all our members a very happy and, most importantly, healthy new 
year.  Although we haven’t had the opportunity of meeting up for the past year 
(where did the time go?) we remain optimistic that 2021 will bring us back 
together.  We hope you enjoyed your little pots of bulbs and that they are 
starting to show signs of life.   
 
Looking forward to hearing about all the amazing things that you have been 
doing in your gardens with all the spare time that you have had during the past 
months.  Stay safe and hopefully see you again soon. 
 

 

 

WAR MEMORIAL INSTITUTE 

 
Unfortunately, the WMI is closed at the moment 
because of the governmental restrictions that are 
currently in place. The school are still using it once a 
week as an educational facility, and we will be open 
for our usual selection of fantastic classes just as soon 
as we’re able! 
 

https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/neighbourhood-plans
mailto:Stathern.Housing.Matters@gmail.com
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During this time, we are taking the opportunity to do some maintenance tasks, 
and spruce the hall up a bit.  We are decorating, putting up some new hooks, 
fixing odd things that have been broken and generally making it just that bit 
nicer for our local community. 
 
We are also going ahead with making improvements to the grassed area at the 
front, so it doesn’t continue to get muddy in wet weather. We’re having 
matting put down to allow the grass to grow through - the greenest option 
that makes it look nice and does the job of making it a more practical, usable 
space.  
 
Our project to teach IT skills to those who may need it in the village is also 
gathering pace, and we are hoping to buy equipment in the new year. After 
that, and when restrictions allow, we will offer sessions to those who need a 
little help with computers.  
 
We were also proud to join Stathern's other community groups to bring a 
lovely Christmas tree to the Chapel Lane paddock and launch the village 
Christmas Lights competition. We thought the houses looked fantastic, and it 
brought light and fun to the village to add to the Christmas magic. 
 
As always, we’d love to hear from you on wmiquery@gmail.com, via our 
Facebook page or on 01949 833508. 
 
 
 
 

 

 STATHERN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

A very Happy New Year to all, and it is likely that most people will be looking 
forward to a better one than last! 

So with brightness and hope we look forward to this coming year when we, the 
WI, will adapt to whatever challenges come our way. 

The Committee and members have tried very hard to overcome the 
disappointment of cancelled meetings, our inability to have our regular 
meetings in The Plough, the lack of interaction with others and the loneliness 
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which in some degree has affected many of us, but between us we have pulled 
together in the spirit of the Women's Institute 

In November, with thanks to Adam and Louise, we offered coffee and cake at 
the Coffee Shot to be taken within the tier restrictions, to sit outside when 
weather permitted and socialise as allowed.   12 members enjoyed this, and 
because of the lock down status we extended this to include December. 

With Christmas in mind, members were given the opportunity of making a 
wreath, kits being delivered to their homes...followed by a zoom meeting to 
show off our efforts and generally have a virtual social evening whilst enjoying 
our own refreshments, with lots of laughter and it was also great that some 
members who have not used Zoom before were able to join in.  Fabulous 
pictures of wreaths were posted on StathernWI Chat on WhatsApp, simple 
designs to the more exotic, however complicated or simple, everyone should 
be very proud of their finished wreath. 

Also in December we were pleased to 
provide a display for the Church 
treasure hunt, starring Dinky the 
donkey in his temporary stable in the 
bus shelter, for one day only! 
Hopefully we will find him a 
permanent home shortly....no, he's 
not real, but will be sadly missed by 
the Committee member who has 
given him a temporary home. 

For the coming year, there are lots of 
plans in the pipeline, demonstrations, 
bingo, tastings and talks and maybe, 
hopefully finally putting the Zoom 
meetings to bed! 

New members are always welcome, in the meantime, please keep safe and 
well and if you have any queries pleasecontact:Karen.mathias@btinternet.com 
or maryjhughes1@yahoo.co.uk or any Committee Member. 
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ST. GUTHLAC’S CHURCH 

West Vale of Belvoir Group of Churches 

 
VICAR 
Revd. Jamie Mackay, 1 Church Lane, Old Dalby, LE14 3LB 
Tel: H.  01664 823 475, M.  07946 895 858,  
Email: revjamiemackay@btinternet.com 
 
 
If you have any enquiries please contact: 
Mary Briant, 8 Valebrook Road, Stathern, LE14 4EB 
Tel: H.  01949869448,  M.  07773164662,  
email: marybriant@aol.com 
 
 

SUNDAY CHURCH SERVICES AT STATHERN 
 
Our worship services have resumed at St Guthlac’s, but we are required to sit 
socially spaced and the singing of hymns is not yet permitted.  Also, we must 
wear a mask. Whilst the spread of the virus has recently increased, we are 
hoping that we will still be allowed services at Stathern in January and 
February. We would be pleased to welcome you to these at St Guthlac’s, as 
currently scheduled below:  
 
Sunday   3rd January – No Service 
Sunday 10th January -10.30am  Holy Communion taken by Revd. Simon 
Shouler 
Sunday 17th January – No Service 
Sunday 24th January – 4.00pm  Evening Prayer  
Sunday 31st January – No Service 
 
Sunday   7th February – No Service 
Sunday 14th February – 10.30am Holy Communion taken by Revd. Gillian 
Deave 
Sunday 21st February – No Service 
Sunday 28th February – 4.00pm Evening Prayer 
 
‘ZOOM’ SERVICES 
If there is no service at Stathern, an alternative Zoom service will be available 
each Sunday throughout January and February, including a Family Zoom 

mailto:revjamiemackay@btinternet.com
mailto:marybriant@aol.com


12 
 

Service on the 3rd January and 7th February, until regular church services can 
be held in our six West Vale parishes.   Details of these and other church 
information, is circulated by email to those on our church database list. If you 
are not on the list and would like to be added, please contact 
petebriant@aol.com. 
 
The Zoom services for our benefice normally consist of the following: - 
Sunday - Morning Prayer 10.30am 
Monday to Friday - Morning Prayer 8.00am 
1st Tuesday every month - Prayer in the Vale 7.00pm 
Alternate Wednesdays and Thursdays - Compline 8.00pm which may focus on 
a book in the Bible or a study course. 
 
The 2020 Stathern Remembrance Service 
This short service, remembering those from Stathern who died in the two 
World Wars, was held in the rear garden of the War Memorial Institute on 
Sunday 8th November.  41 people attended including some children, all 
socially distanced.  The collection raised £157 for the Royal British Legion. 
 
Follow the Star – Stathern’s Nativity Trail 
On Saturday 19th December many Stathern families, including about 40 
children, followed a Nativity Trail 
‘treasure hunt’ round the centre of the 
village.   
 
Starting at the Christmas tree on the 
Chapel Lane paddock, they were given a 
clue to visit the first venue, which was 
an innkeeper display appropriately 
provided by Brook at the Plough Inn.  
There they received the clue to the 
second venue and so on for seven more 
venues.  From the Plough they visited 
the Coffee Shot where Lou had produced 
a display directing families to the War 
Memorial Institute where the WMI 
Committee had painted pebbles with 
nativity figures in a stable.  From there, 
they went to the bus shelter where the 
Women’s Institute had placed a large lifelike figure of a donkey in a stable.    

about:blank
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Then a break from the trail to the Cake Sale on Blacksmith End for a treat 
before heading to The Green where there were two sheep and superbly 
knitted dolls depicting the three kings, shepherds, and the holy family, all 
arranged by the Allen family.  Then on to the school where there was a window 
display of stars which took the children to the church.   
 
Inside the church was a crib and model figures of the nativity scene arranged 
by Peter and Mary, carols playing, and a big envelope gift from Revd. Jamie 
and his wife Eva consisting of nativity stickers, a wooden angel to colour, a 
Hope magazine and chocolates for all the family.  How lovely it was to see the 
children being taught that Christmas is, above all, the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus. 
 
Thank you to Clare Allen who masterminded and organised the event; thank 
you to all who provided nativity scenes and thank you Revd. Jamie and Eva for 
providing the goodies for the children at the final venue. 

Thanks from Revd. Jamie, who writes:  
Please may I convey my thanks to the village for the wonderful way they 
embraced the 'Follow the Star' treasure hunt over the weekend of 19-20th 
December. It was lovely to see the various crib scenes displayed and the 
families following the trail. 

Our Area Dean, Revd. Canon Dr Peter Hooper. 
Stathern is part of the West Vale Benefice group of six churches.  With other 
benefices centred around Melton Mowbray, we make up the Framland 
Deanery.  One priest in the deanery is appointed Area Dean, which means they 
are in overall charge of ministry in the local area.  Our current Area Dean, Peter 
Hooper, based at Asfordby, has just been appointed Anglican Archdeacon of 
France, reporting to the Anglican Bishop of Europe.  Peter Hooper worked and 
trained for the ministry in France and knows the country well. He will take up 
his post in February.   
 
We offer him our congratulations in his new and important role and thank him 
for his efforts in attracting new clergy to our Deanery.  A replacement Area 
Dean is still to be announced. 
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The Suffragan Bishop of Loughborough 
Also on the move in the spring is Bishop Guli, who became the first Church of 
England Bishop of Loughborough three years ago. She will become the Bishop 
of the diocese of Chelmsford.  Her current role has been to assist the Bishop of 
Leicester, Bishop Martyn, in all geographical areas of Leicestershire, and her 
impact has been considerable. 
 
Born in Iran, Bishop Guli’s family was forced to leave the country in the wake 
of the Iranian Revolution in 1980, when she was 13 years old, and since then 
she has been unable to return.  Bishop Guli has developed a prominent role as 
a contributor to radio discussions and services and as a leader in various 
church related organisations and activities locally and nationally. 
 
 
. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 
 
 

STATHERN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME is dedicated to 
improving community safety through the exchange of 
information relating to criminal and antisocial behaviour. We are 
in contact with the police, the Parish Council and other NHW 

schemes throughout the Vale and therefore receive information as to what is 
happening in and around our surrounding area.  

HOW TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS: Please consider signing up for the email 
alerts and updates sent by Stathern NHW scheme. All emails will be sent ‘blind’ 
to keep your email address confidential.   

Email me: Hilary Patterson, Stathern NHW Co-ordinator at 
stathernnhw@gmail.com 

Over £2.1 million lost to tech support scams in one month. 

2,007 reports of computer software service fraud were made to Action Fraud 
last month. 

Victims between them reported losing a total of £2,148,976. This is a 22% 
increase in reporting compared to the previous month. 

Action Fraud has received reports of criminals cold calling victims purporting to 
be calling from well-known broadband providers primarily, claiming that the 

mailto:stathernnhw@gmail.com
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victim has a problem with their computer, router or internet. The suspect 
persuades the victim to download and connect via a Remote Access Tool (RAT), 
allowing the suspect to gain access to the victim’s computer or mobile phone. 
Some reports also state that criminals have been using browser pop up 
windows to initiate contact with victims. 

Victims are then persuaded to log into their online banking to receive a refund 
from the broadband provider as a form of compensation. This allows the 
suspect access to the victim’s bank account, and the ability to move funds out 
of the victims account into a UK mule account. 

There has also been an increase in the variety of service providers being 
impersonated, with multiple providers being affected. 

Always remember: 

Genuine organisations will never contact you out of the blue to ask for 
personal or financial details, such as your PIN or full banking password. 

Never install any software, or grant remote access to your computer as a result 
of an incoming call 

Don’t contact companies promoting tech support services via browser pop-ups. 

Hang up on any callers that claim they can get your money back for you. 

If you have made a payment, contact your bank immediately. They can help 
you prevent any further losses. 

If you have granted remote access to your computer, please seek technical 
support to remove any unwanted software. If you need tech advice, look for 
reviews online first or ask friends for recommendations. 

If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it to Action Fraud online at 
www. actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

** Please help us to spread to the word ** 

If you are contacted by your broadband provider or anyone 
regarding broadband, WiFi or router issues, or your slow computer, 
our advice is to hang up! 

NEVER install apps/software or visit websites if directed from an incoming 
call. 

Please don't assume everyone knows. Share to make others aware. 
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Would you pledge #tell2 elderly or vulnerable relatives and neighbours in the 
real world to help keep them safe! 

#stopthescammers 

Message Sent By 
Sam Hancock (Police, Cyber Protect Officer, Leicestershire) 
 

************************************** 

DOVE Cottage 

Dove Cottage is very much looking forward to 2021, embracing its new services 

and seeking exciting fundraising opportunities. 

Befriending Service 

Our recently introduced befriending service is for people who may be feeling 

lonely and want someone to talk to. Dove Cottage could lend a listening ear. 

As we get older, we can often find that we spend more time on our own, 

missing our family and friends and feeling lonelier. 

If you or someone you know would like to hear a friendly voice over the phone, 

Dove Cottage can help by matching the over-60s with a friendly member of the 

team for a regular chat. 

To sign up for our telephone befriending service, you just need to: 

*Be over 60 

*Have your own landline or mobile phone 

* Be able to hear and be understood over the phone 

We are here Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, so please give us a call at 

the hospice on 01949860303 and ask to speak to one of the nursing team to 

find out more. 
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The History of Stathern 
 
Following on from Roger Hawkins fascinating series of articles about life in 
Stathern taken from the very first book of minutes of the Parish Council in 
January 1895, the recent production of the Stathern Neighbourhood plan 
provided an insight into the history of our parish which can trace it roots back 
over 12,000 years!!  The following information is taken from the 
Neighbourhood Plan which can be viewed in full on Melton Borough Council’s 
website or via the Parish Clerk. 
 
The early settlement of Stathern dates from the Neolithic Era and the Bronze 
Age to the Anglo Saxons, evidenced by numerous finds in the parish and 
around the escarpment between Toft’s Hill and Mill Hill.    
 
Stathern (Staketurna, Staketherne, Stachedirneetc) was an Anglo-Saxon word 
for a staked enclosure, and Toft, also a Saxon word, was an enclosure larger 
than the site of a homestead. The Gote was the Saxon word for a watering 
place with stepping stones.  In Saxon times, the manor of Stathern was under 
the control of Leuric (Leofric) and there was probably a wooden church in the 
village where St Guthlac’s church now stands. The remains of a Saxon cross can 
be seen built into the external wall of St Guthlac’s Church. As a result of the 
Norman Conquest, Leofric’s land was confiscated and given to the Albini family 
of Belvoir. In 1086, it was in the hands of Robert de Todeni and Geoffrey de la 
Guerche and was eventually divided between the Borhard and Reignes families, 
creating two manors in the village.  
 
Stathern is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086, the Leicestershire 
Survey of 1124-1129 and the Stathern Charter of 1225.   The church, dedicated 
to St Guthlac, was built in the early 1200s. There is a record in the church of 
the priests from Geoffrey Brito and Magister Aumaricus in about 1213 to the 
present day and also a record of the Chantry Priests from 1292 to 1583. The 
Chantry at Stathern was the earliest in Leicestershire.   In the 1500s, the two 
manors were divided between the Belvoir Estate and Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge.   Peterhouse College still holds the patronage of St Guthlac’s 
Church. 
 
In the 1600s, Stathern was affected like many villages by both the plague and 
the English Civil War. Entries in the Parish Register show that there were 18 
deaths from the plague in six months between 1645 and 1646, including the 
two daughters of Colonel Francis Hacker who lived at Stathern Hall and who 
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was a churchwarden and constable of the village.   Francis Hacker was a 
regicide who fought against the Royalists in the English Civil War and had a 
leading role in the execution of Charles I. Hacker was executed in 1660 when 
Charles II came to the throne. His land between Toft’s Hill and Mill Hill was 
confiscated. The house was eventually demolished and much of the stone     
re-used in the building of houses in the village.  
 
From the 1600s to the 1700s, many charities were set up for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of the village.  The William Hands Charity is still in existence and is 
administered by the Parish Council. Each year a sum of money is given to 
residents of the village who are over 80.  The Charities Board can be seen in 
the church tower.  
 
In 1785, Revd. George Crabbe, the poet and naturalist, became the curate at 
Stathern under the patronage of the Duke of Rutland. He stayed for four years 
and described it as the happiest time of his life.  During his time at Stathern he 
wrote “The Flora of the Vale of Belvoir”, which was included in the natural 
history section of “Nichols’ History of Leicestershire”.   Education in Stathern at 
that time was led by the clergy in the church vestry until the current school 
was built in 1845.  
 
The late 1700s were a pivotal time for the inhabitants of Stathern.  A meeting 
at Stathern in the Red Lion Inn in 1790 set out the terms for the Enclosure Act 
of 1792, which would change the way the village used and owned its land. The 
Grantham Canal was started in 1793 and completed in 1797.  
 
By the late 1800s, the railways provided competition for the canals and their 
use declined.  The railway opened first for freight, particularly transporting 
ironstone from the quarries on the ridge. Stathern was an important junction 
between two railway lines, with a station located between Stathern and Harby 
which opened for passengers in 1879 but closed in 1953.  The line was finally 
closed for freight in 1964.  
 
Agriculture has always been an important part of the lives of the residents, 
from people in the past farming their small homesteads, keeping a cow, sheep, 
pigs and poultry and making butter and cheese for their own consumption, to 
large-scale arable farming and large milking herds supplying the Stilton Cheese 
industry in the Vale of Belvoir today.  Stathern had a commercial dairy making 
cheese in the village until WW2.  Lace-making was also introduced to Stathern, 
firstly on a small scale as a cottage industry and then commercially when the 
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Braithwaite brothers built the factory in Church Lane.  Lace- making was 
discontinued by WW1, and the factory was sold to Mr Green, who brought 
electricity into the village. In 1925, St Guthlac’s Church was the first church in 
Leicestershire to have electricity. Today, the factory still functions as an 
engineering works. There was a small cottage industry of shoemaking in the 
village from the 19th century.  A shoe factory was opened by Newbold and 
Burton in Blacksmith End offering local employment. It closed in the 1980s.  
 
After WW1, as a tribute to the people who served and those who died in the 
Great War, the War Memorial Institute was built. It has served as a meeting 
place at the centre of the village for 100 years and is still in use today. In the 
1920s, the Belvoir Estate auctioned properties and land in Stathern, thus 
loosening its ties with the village. Until the 1980s, Stathern had developed 
gradually. However, Stathern has been under constant pressure in the 20th 
century; by the exploration for oil, the threat of coal mining and the possibility 
of fracking in the surrounding area. 
 

If you are interested in reading the minutes from the first few years of the 

Parish Council, these have now been typed up and should be available on the 

parish council website in the near future or you can request a copy via the 

Parish Clerk. 

 

 

Valentine’s Day  

On February 14th, cards and gifts will be exchanged as a 
token of love and affection to celebrate St. Valentine’s Day.      
However, this was not always the case and although we now 
associate the day with romance it also has a darker past 
involving ritual sacrifice and murder.  

So who was St. Valentine?     Unfortunately no one has been able to prove who 
he was.  There are several potential candidates though, who were martyred, 
and who all met an unpleasant end at the hands of the Romans. 

Valentine’s Day was once a pagan celebration of Lupercalia, a fertility festival.      
It was held around the 15th February and there are various suggestions as to 
what this entailed.  One account is that a goat and dog were sacrificed, the 
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bloody knife wiped on the foreheads of two of the Luperci and then the blood 
wiped off with wool dipped in milk.    A feast then took place and thongs of skin 
where cut from the animals after which the Luperciran went around either 
naked or semi naked striking women with the thongs which were said to make 
them fertile!!!!  Who said romance was dead!!     Another version suggests 
names or tokens relating to young women of marriageable age were put in an 
urn and then young men pulled a name out and they paired off for the festival 
duration which would often lead to marriage.  

Chaucer may have inadvertently started the romantic association of Valentine’s 
Day in his 1375 work “Parliament of Foules”   He wrote  
“For this was sent on Seynt Valentyne’s day / Whan every foul cometh 
ther to choose his mate.” 
 
St. Valentine is not only the patron saint of lovers but also epileptics and bee 

keepers!! 

The oldest known valentine still in existence today was a poem written 
in 1415 by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his 21 year old wife while he 
was imprisoned following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. 
 

The name Valentine comes from the Roman Valentinus which means strong and 

healthy. 

The tradition of sending cards started around the 18th Century as paper 

became cheaper and new printing techniques developed and in 1836 

around 60,000 cards were sent!    Following the introduction of the Penny 

Post, the Post Office was in danger of being swamped with the number of 

cards sent.   However, not all cards were expressing admiration or love 

and these were known as “vinegar valentines or penny dreadful”.   Rather 

than expressing feelings of romance these were used to insult or put off 

unwanted admirers and were later used to target suffragettes in the late 

19th and early 20th century. 
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Nature Notes 

At last, the nights are slowly starting to get lighter and 

spring is approaching (I know we have some cold weather 

to come but at least we are heading in the right 

direction)!       

As we start to think about getting our gardens ready for the new season, 

remember to also think about how you can help support our wildlife.   Cutting 

of hedges should be avoided during March to August as this is the peak bird 

nesting season and it is an offence, under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 to damage or destroy any nest of a wild bird while it is in use or being 

built.  If you need to trim your garden hedge, then please check for nests first 

and if you have one, wait until the chicks have fledged.   

Some of the early bees such as the white tailed bumble bee or the solitary bee 

will be emerging in early spring, so try and ensure you have some nectar rich 

flowers or shrubs for them to feed on in your garden, the mahonia shrub, ivy, 

pussy willow, apple blossom, winter aconite, snowdrops, crocus, early 

raspberry flowers, lesser celandine and comfrey are all good sources of nectar 

as are marjoram and rosemary which flower in winter and spring. 

Other early risers are the frogs, with some starting to breed in January.     Last 

year, I had quite a successful breeding season with my newts and every time I 

went to remove any debris or clean a bit of weed out of the new pond I ended 

up with dragonfly nymphs or baby newts in the net so I know they both did 

well. However no frogs, and I am not sure how to attract them.  I know that 

newts and tadpoles don’t mix very well as a juicy tadpole makes a nice meal 

for a hungry newt so that might be why the frogs are not using my pond but I 

live in hope and will be out there checking from January onwards.      If you 

have room, please consider creating a wildlife pond as it is amazing how 

quickly it is utilised and how interesting it can be. 

Finally, don’t forget the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch – January 29th – 31st. 
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CONTACT NUMBERS  
 
Baby and Toddler Playgroup 
Alice Tranfield(07756 686682) 
 
Belvoir Dance Academy 
(07786 545113) 
Clare Calder (Ballet, tap & modern) 
 
BelvoirCare(event first aid & training) 
Martin Fagan (01949 898333) 
training@belvoircare.com 
 
Belvoir Vale Bowls Club 
Malcolm Britton (01664 434490) 
 
Belvoir Vale Tennis Club (Hose) 
01949 861946 
 
Brownie Guides (Harby) 
Viv Hewson (860354) 
 
Dog Wardens 
860138 and 861341 
 
Eastwell History Group 
John Wood (01949 861836) 
 
FLAG (Framland Local Archaeological 
Group) 
Tony Connolly (01476 870072) 

 
Friends of Stathern School 
Mary Swain (07966 082955) or 
Stathern Primary School 
 
Harby Girl Guides 
Amy Schofield (860723) 
harbyguides@gmail.com 
 
Harby Harlequins 
Paul Steward (860112) 
Sally Fagan (860167) 
 
Long Clawson Cubs & Scouts 
Lisa Allen (07900 620819) 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
Hilary Patterson (869198) 
 
The Royal British Legion 
Liz Hourd (860332) or 
Graham Shipman (860874) 

 
Speedwatch 
Judith Daws (860138) 
e-mail: judithdaws@f2s.com 
 
St Guthlac’s Church PCC 
Roger Hawkins (860215) 
Mary Briant (869448) 
 
St Guthlac’s Bell Ringers 
Roger Hawkins (860215) 
 
Stathern Horticultural Society 
Bob Wadsworth (861432) 
 
Stathern Housing Matters 
Alison Shelton (07801 970883) 
 

Stathern Neighbourhood Plan 
Justine Collins (07702 806685) or  

StathernNHP@gmail.com 
 
Stathern Parish Council/Allotments  
Justine Collins (Clerk) 07702 806685 
 
Stathern Primary School   
The School Secretary (860316) 
 
Stathern Recreation Association 
Daniel Swain (869690) 
  
Vale of Belvoir Arts Society 
Eddie Lilley (861409) 
 
The Vale Choir (Church Choir) 
Richard Hedley (861747) 
 
Vale Striders Running Club 
Pete Leonard 01949 861400 
 
Vale of Belvoir Ramblers 
01949 836042  
 
Village Library – Telephone Kiosk 
Sally Fagan 860167 fagan@dircon.co.uk 

War Memorial Institute 
Alison Shelton (01949 833508)  

wmiquery@gmail.com 
 
Women’s Institute - Secretary 
karen.matthias@btinternet.com 

mailto:training@belvoircare.com
mailto:StathernNHP@gmail.com
mailto:wmiquery@gmail.com
mailto:karen.matthias@btinternet.com
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LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES  

 

Village facilities 
 

COFFEE SHOT 
Fabulous cakes, tea & coffee, 
sandwiches, breakfast rolls, bread, milk, 
sweets, newspapers & lots more  
Opening hours are:  
Monday - Friday - 7am - 4pm 
Saturday - 8am-3pm 
Sunday - 9am-1pm 
Tel: 01949 869063  
Website:www.coffee-shot.co.uk 
 

POST OFFICE AT THE PLOUGH 
Thursday 8:30am – 10:30am 
Friday 9am – 1pm 
 

Local Services  
BELVOIR FUELS 
Suppliers of all household coal, charcoal 
and kindling. 
Winter discount for pensioners 
Station yard, Harby Lane 
Tel: 01949 860510 
 

NICHOLSONS 
General Building Work & Property 
Maintenance (based in Stathern) 
Plastering, Rendering, Injection Damp 
Proofing, Joinery, Plumbing, Kitchens & 
Bathrooms, Home Maintenance, 
Decorating, Conservatories, Extensions, 
Driveways, Fencing and Roofing. 
Concrete blocks made to specifications 
Fully Insured 
No job too big or too small 
Call 01949 729505 or 07763 702379 
 

 

CR HOME & GARDEN SERVICES 
Getting around to the jobs you don’t have 
time for.  General home repairs, garden 
maintenance, fencing, landscaping, 
patios and grass cutting. 
Tel: 01949 861880 – 07969 686157 

STATHERN CLEANING SERVICES 
Scott Wombwell -window cleaner, 
general outside maintenance including 
gutter clearing. 
Tel:  0796 8948692 
 
 

COMPUTER SOS 
Computer repairs, new computer/laptops, 
refurbished equipment etc.  Repairs 
undertaken in your own home. 
Contact Brian Kirk 
Tel:01949 861834 or 07894 352517 
 
 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Based in Stathern 
Over 20 years experience 
Very competitive prices 
Call Samantha 
Tel: 01949 860459 or 07963 745312 
 

 

PHILLIP HARBY ELECTRICAL  
We are a family run electrical contracting 
business with over 25 years experience 
in providing a full range of electrical 
services and installations.NICEIC 
registered contractor. 
Tel: 01664 444 358 or 07702 022 682 

 
 
 

 



25 
 

Exercise and Leisure 
Please check classes are running 

before attending due to Covid 

restrictions 
 

PILATES  
Online one hour classes via Zoom 
5pm Monday, 9:30am Wednesday and  
9:30am Saturday 
Video of classes can also be supplied 
£6 per class or £10 unlimited weekly. 
 
Stathern Village Hall (WMI) 
Friday 9am – 10am 
£7 per class  (£5 for those doing online 
deal). 
Limited spaces, bring own mat. 
Weekly pre-booking 
For more info call Alice on 07756 
686682  

 
 

HATHA YOGA FOR EVERYONE 
Monday: 7pm-8:30pm Eaton Village Hall 
(£7 per class) – starts 7th Sept. 
Tuesday:  6pm-7:15pm Hose Village 
Hall (£7 per class) 
Class sizes are limited. 
Contact Erica on 07805 206976 
 

VALE SPORTS & REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
Sports, remedial or relaxation massage 
available from Plungar daytime and 
evening. 
- relax your body and mind 
- relieve back/neck pain 
- aid recovery after injury 
- reduce headaches/migraines 
Call or text Julia: 07955 668509 / 01949 
485007 
www.valefitness.co.uk 
 

31 DEGREES LEISURE DAYS  
An exclusive Spa based in the village of 
Eastwell offering private Spas for groups 
of between 4 -14 people. For details see 
the website 
www.31degreesleisuredays.co.uk 
Contact Bridget on 07570 813212 

KETTLERCISE WITH SARAH  
WMI on Mondays at 9:30-10:30am 
A workout with kettlebells that integrates 
resistance and aerobic movements to 
maximise fat burn, build lean muscle and 
improve your overall fitness levels. 
An invigorating, safe and easy-to-follow 
group exercise class for men and women 
that can be tailored to all standards of 
fitness. 
For details visit www.fitbelvoir.com or 
call Sarah on 07747 797 116 
 

LOCAL EXERCISE CLASS 
Tuesday 9.30 – 10.30  Line Dancing 
11.00 – 12.00  Tai Chi 
Thursday 9.30 – 10.30 Ballet-fit 
11.0 – 12.00 Beginners Tai Chi 

£5 per class – reduced cost for block 
bookings 
Zoom Classes will be available – please 
contact Amy 
Contact Amy on 07974 883282 
 
 

SUPPLE STRENGTH CLASSES 
Engage your mind as well as your 
muscles! 
Blending elements of Pilates, Yoga and 
body conditioning, Supple Strength is a 
challenging Non-impact workout. 
Monday.  7.00 – 8.00p.m.  Plungar 
Village Hall 
Give me a call or check out my website 
or Facebook page to find out more. 
Class leader: Debbie Jane Carruthers  
Registered Exercise Professional  
Tel: 07590 693531  
Debbie@supplestrength.co.uk  
 
 

 

 

http://www.valefitness.co.uk/
http://www.31degreesleisuredays.co.uk/


26 
 

Places to Stay 
 
THE OLD NURSERIES  
Boutique Bed and Breakfast in 
Stathern 

Www.theoldnurseriesbandb.com 
Email:-deb.beevers@gmail.com 
Telephone:- 01949 869167 / 
07976315912 
 
 

Arts and Crafts 
 

ART CLASS 
Wednesday 10am - 12noon  
Stathern Village Hall 
£5 incl. tea/coffee and biscuits! 
Beginners welcome. 
Contact Erica on 07805 206976 
 

Mums and Toddlers 
 

PLAYGROUP 
Every Friday during term time from 
10:30am – 12:30pm. 
Babies to school age; £2:25 per family 
Stathern WMI 
Contact Alice Tranfield on 
07756686682 or 
alicetranfield@hotmail.com 
 

 

Counselling  
 

VALE OF BELVOIR COUNSELLING 
3 City Road, Stathern 
Individual, family or couples counselling. 
Experience in issues including relationships, 
loss and bereavement, domestic and sexual 
violence, stress, anxiety, low self-esteem 
and anger management. Adults and 
children. Telephone and skype sessions are 
also offered. 
Contact Kathy for further information on 
07773010498 
www.valeofbelvoircounselling.co.uk 

 
Clinical Hypnotherapy and Mind 
Coaching 
 
VALE THERAPY 

Clinical Hypnotherapist, Mind Coach, PLR 

and NLP Sports Mind Coach.   Specialist 

areas include: anxiety and worry, habits and 

beliefs, childbirth trauma, confidence and 

self-esteem, bullying, gaslighting& 

narcissism, exam stress, phobias, PTSD 

and cPTSD, stress management, trauma 

resolution. Contact Louise Page for 

further information on 07960 

839122,.www.valetherapy.co.ukTelephone 

and Skype sessions available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theoldnurseriesbandb.com/
mailto:deb.beevers@gmail.com
http://www.valeofbelvoircounselling.co.uk/
http://www.valetherapy.co.uk/

