
 

 

Minutes of Stathern Annual Village Assembly  

Tuesday 4th May 2021 AT 7PM held via zoom 

Present: Cllrs. Plews, Sobey, Rhodes, Bray, Evans, Ramsay, Underwood 
Clerk: J Collins. 
 
Members of the public: 21 

 

1. Apologies 
 Cllr Steadman 
 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2019 
 Accepted as true and accurate 

 
 

3. Matters arising 
 None 
 

4. Chairman’s Welcome and Report for Village Assembly 

 First an apology that there has been no village assembly for two years and that this is held on Zoom. All beyond 
 our control I’m afraid but next year (Covid willing) we will organise a proper celebration of your efforts and 
 achievements. 
 I ‘ve had the privilege of being Chairman for two years now and this is the first time I’ve had to report. 
 During that two years I’ve been immensely grateful for the efforts and support of the other Parish Councillors, 
 Borough Councillors, our clerk and of many of the community. We’ve even occasionally had support from Melton 
 Borough Council officers. 
 We have lost some excellent Parish Councillors during that time and I thank them for their contributions. 
 Although they are missed, every new Parish Councillor brings new skills and perspectives to add to our skill set. 
 It has been very busy, especially, as you know, on planning issues, but we have also taken the opportunity to get 
 effective budget control and plan for effective investment in village infrastructure such as lights. As you can see 
 from tonight’s 31-point PC agenda there is still a lot going on. 

 So over to Justine to lead you through your reports.  

5. Reports by local organisations / groups 

 5.01 St Guthlac’s Church Report 
 
 The year was difficult for the church due to the Covid pandemic, but with the help of a number of volunteers, we 
 managed quite well.  In 2019 we held 44 services during the year; this reduced to 18 during 2020. Whilst some 
 churches were totally closed for months, we at St Guthlac’s kept the church open for private prayer which was 
 much appreciated.  We also held some services when permitted, but there was no singing, organ, or bells and 
 people have had to sit socially distanced from each other.   The vicar provided Zoom services at frequent 
 intervals, much appreciated by some but not others.  We had to hold the annual British Legion Remembrance 
 Service in the garden of the War Memorial Institute and were delighted with the attendance.  Currently we are 
 providing two services per month at St Guthlac’s, and hope to return to three soon. 
 
 Many of the PCC meetings during the year had to be held by email. In April 2021 we held our Annual Parish 
 Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting by Zoom, at which PCC members were elected, and the Annual 
 Reports and Accounts were presented.   Our annual income reduced because the number of events which we 
 could hold were curtailed, but we managed to hold a Produce Show and sale of cakes.  Additionally, there was a 
 Harvest Lunch and much appreciated Christmas and Easter Trails around the village finishing at the church.  We 
 benefitted from fund-raising from Alison Shelton’s remarkable Land’s End to John O’Groats cycle ride, and the 
 annual diocesan Ride and Stride event. 
 
 Despite the difficulties, we raised funds for a number of charities including the Grantham Foodbank, Mission to 
 Seafarers, Christian Aid, Children’s Society, and the Royal British Legion. 



 

 

 
 Our paper newsletter CONTACT was replaced by an on-line newsletter sent to anyone who requested it, which 
 gave details of Zoom services and other church news.  We continued to support the Stathern Star with service 
 details and any newsworthy articles. 
 We only undertook limited church maintenance during the year, the most important being the provision of a 
 piped drainage system around part of the church, replacing soakaways.  This may help stabilise the east end of 
 the church.  One churchyard tree was pruned where it interfered with the security alarm.  We have been active in 
 getting condition reports on the chancel, the lighting system, tower, and an energy efficiency survey, and hope to 
 take some action on these during 2021/22. 
 On 30 January 2021, Revd Gillian Deave, our long-standing and much-loved villager and priest, died suddenly.  
 Whilst only a small number of persons could be present at her funeral, the service was filmed and was available 
 on YouTube for all to follow, thanks to Martin Fagan.  The number of tributes placed in her book of condolences 
 and persons lining the streets for the funeral procession through the village showed what a great loss she has 
 been to us all. 
 As is usual, I offer a heartfelt thankyou to all who helped the church during the year, despite the acute pandemic 
 difficulties, and look forward to more normality from mid-2021. 

 5.02 Report from NHP Chair for Annual Village Assembly 

 Stathern Neighbourhood Plan is entering its final stages. We have responded to the Regulation 16 comments and 
 also responded to the Examiners Initial Comments.  

 These can be found here on the MBC page https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern  (Links on the Stathern Pariah 
 website too) 

 We hope to hear from the Examiner in a few weeks after he has considered both ours and Melton Borough 
 Councils responses to his initial questions. We may be required to participate in a Public Hearing if he considers 
 more information/evidence is required.  

 If not, MBC will consider his report and determines own view. They will then determine if the Plan can go to 
 Referendum. 

 When more than 50% of those voting, are voting in favour of the Plan, it will become a legal entity within the 
 local planning authority. 

 We will update you via the Parish Council website as to the progress on the Stathern Neighbourhood Plan. 

 Thanks 

 Cherry Underwood 

 Chair of Stathern NHP Steering Group 

 5.03 Report from Ward Cllr. Mel Steadman for the Stathern annual village  
 assembly 

 If I had to sum up the past 12 months in Stathern, one-word springs to mind - Planning. 
 
 I knew when I became a Councillor that my ambitious projects to take forward in the Vale would be swamped by 
 planning applications. Having gone through the Neighbourhood Plan process myself, I know from experience that 
 developers try and move in before the plan is complete. The past 12 months has been "the fight for Stathern 
 village" and I think the PC and Ward Councillors have worked very hard together to protect Stathern from 
 inappropriate over development. It has been a steep learning curve for us all and has galvanised us as a team to 
 this end. 
 
 I would congratulate you all in your efforts to protect your village and community. 
 

 5.04 Stathern Women’s Institute 

 As with other clubs and community groups up and down the country, the pandemic has curtailed what would 
 have been a very busy and eventful year for Stathern WI.  

 With Lockdown, it had meant that meetings were conducted over Zoom which was quite a challenge for many of 
 us who are not computer savvy. Even for those of us who are, this medium of communication proved to be quite 
 challenging as well as unusual.  

https://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern


 

 

 We had some cookery demonstrations from, Bridget Green, who also helped to kick start the Zoom meetings. 
 Having speakers over Zoom was not easy as we realised that it was not inclusive of members who were reluctant 
 to use this media. 

 Stathern WI supported our NHS frontline workers by making scrubs. Hilary Patterson coordinated this initiative 
 and helped by many members and non-members in the village.  Scrubs were cut, sewn and delivered to Glenfield 
 Hospital. There were lots of donations of items such as thread, interfacing, ties and elastic from people and most 
 importantly time. 

 To keep members in touch we set up a What’s App chat group with the view to share news, recipes, ideas etc 
 and keep connected. We delivered a spring posy to our members for a bit of cheer and organised remote bingo 
 with prizes. When restrictions were eased over the summer months, we were able to organise ‘Coffee and Cake’ 
 for members to meet up at the Coffee Shot. We also managed a trip to Belvoir Castle for fresh air and scenery 
 change.  All within the guidelines and enforced restrictions.  

 We were able to have a meeting in the garden of Joan Sharp, who kindly allowed us to use her beautiful garden 
 to host a Fish and Chip Supper. This proved to be a resounding success as it was attended by 26 members. We 
 also delivered supper to those members who were shielding or were unable to physically attend. We were faced 
 with ensuring that the venue was Covid secure by carrying out checks and implementing government guidelines 
 for everyone’s safety. Thanks go to Joan, her husband John, helpers who set up garden furniture and The Plough 
 for their support. 

 Towards the end of the year, we had craft kits delivered so members were able to make their annual WI 
 Christmas wreath. Unfortunately, we were not able to hold our Faith Supper, but we will make up for this when 
 we can. 

 So far this year, we have had a Treasure Hunt within the village, some Zoom meetings and delivered a goody bag 
 for members at Easter. We have lots of exciting things planned for later this year, when we hope life returns to 
 some normality and we can meet up with family and friends. 

 Finally on behalf of Stathern WI, in what has been a challenging and difficult year for all, I would like to thank the 
 residents of Stathern, friends and local businesses for their continued support and contributions.  If anything can 
 be gained from this last year, it will be the strengthening of friendships and community spirit. 

  5.05 Stathern | Housing | Matters  
 
  Stathern Housing Matters is an informal, voluntary email newsletter set up to share information on housing 
  related matters in Stathern. 
 
 House-building targets. Stathern is currently 33 dwellings over its 91 dwellings target in the Melton Local Plan 
 (MLP) - 136% of the target with 15 years of the Plan left to run, yet it has still been a busy year with development 
 activity in the village. This runs contra to the proportionate approach for the rural area MLP’s Development 
 Strategy ‘Policy  SS2’ and is particularly puzzling when also set against the backdrop of Melton borough-wide 
 housing development success indicators: 11.6 years of housing land supply when only 5 years is required 
 www.meltonplan.co.uk/5yhls; and a Housing Delivery Test result of 141% for 2020 (houses built in the borough 
 compared to houses needed in the borough over last three years) www.meltonplan.co.uk/hdt.  
 
 Stathern’ s Neighbourhood Plan is currently at examination stage and will be voted on this year by the parish 
 residents. It will be a ‘legal planning document to shape future planning applications and developments’ in the 
 parish. www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern  
 
  Allocated Sites update. Stathern has two MLP Allocated housing Sites bringing 82 dwellings between them: 74 
  dwellings at the bottom of Mill Hill (STAT1), whose developer contributions agreement supporting village and 
  borough  infrastructure has now been signed off to allow construction plans to commence; and 8 dwellings on 
  City Road/Harby Lane (STAT2), which are partly complete and inhabited or under construction. 
 
  Some key planning applications awaiting decisions: 
 
• Blacksmith End (STAT3). Permission for 9 dwellings on the Reserve Site was unanimously refused by Melton’s 
 planning committee. This decision was overturned on appeal by the applicant to the Planning Inspectorate, and is 
 now the subject of a Section 288 Town and Country Planning Act (1990) statutory challenge through the High 
 Court brought by Melton Borough Council.  

http://www.meltonplan.co.uk/5yhls
http://www.meltonplan.co.uk/hdt
http://www.meltonplan.co.uk/stathern


 

 

• Toft’s Hill. Two planning applications were refused by Melton’s planning committee. Both appealed to the 
 Planning Inspectorate - one appeal was dismissed and the other is pending. Two further applications (5 dwellings, 
 all accessed off The Green) are awaiting a planning committee date.  

• Red Lion Inn. A revised planning application is awaiting a planning committee date. It is to convert this previously 
 very popular Inn (currently closed and registered as an Asset of Community Value) to a single dwelling and build 
 7 more dwellings in the car park. The original application received 203 objections and was withdrawn; the 
 current one has 123 objections. Neither application has any comments in support.  

• Stathern Garage. This planning application to relocate Stathern Garage away from the village centre and build a 
 new garage and workshop area with associated parking on Long Lane is awaiting a planning committee date. The 
 Planning Statement says: “The new location would allow the expansion of the current garage and would also 
 reduce the congestion and issue of parking that currently surrounds the garage.”  
 
 Planning Application details can be accessed online https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/ using 
 ‘Stathern’ in the search box or by ringing Melton’s Duty Planning Officer: 01664 502427 (M-F 9 – 5pm) or 
 emailing developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk to arrange an appointment. 
 
  Stathern Housing Matters email updates are available to all parish residents, with recipient’s blind-copied for 
  confidentiality. If you would like to receive updates please get in touch.  

 

 5.06 Stathern Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) Report Stathern Parish Council MAY 
 2021 
 I have been the Stathern Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator which is a volunteer role since October 2013. 
 
 Since taking on this role I have regular Meetings held with Vale NHW coordinator / Police Community Volunteer / 
 local PCs and PCSOs. In addition, I have attended Leicestershire Rural North Advisor training and meetings. The 
 Stathern NHW scheme is a registered scheme on the national NHW Network and I work closely with other Vale 
 NHW schemes. In Stathern there is an establishing a database of email contacts using a range of communication 
 channels including direct approaches, existing NHW contacts (where available), Stathern Star, local shops and the 
 school. The NHW database and electronic messages have been updated to comply with GDPR laws and national 
 good practice. There is a dedicated email address for the scheme stathernnhw@gmail.com  
 
 Regular NHW email alerts and information are circulated to approx. 150 local residents with examples 
 including: local incidents, fraud alerts, request for information, farm watch, advice about issues such as cold 
 callers, stolen vehicles, and local crime within the Vale including Church and dog theft. In addition, Stathern NHW 
 respond to issues raised by Stathern residents. Recent examples of these include: concerns about cold callers, 
 suspicious people / cars. Internet fraud, lost items and other local issues.  

 5.07 Stathern Star 

 The Star has carried on during the last year, publishing whenever possible.  Lockdown restrictions meant that we 
 couldn’t print some issues and, on those months, we just produced an electronic version.   We have increased 
the  numbers on our electronic circulation and have started delivering to a small number of people in the village, and 
 have reduced the overall number we print. 

 We are grateful to all those who contribute to the Star, without them there would not be anything to publish.  
 Thanks also to our proof readers, Kate Jordan and Valerie Clayphan and Linzi Shaw and Barbara Cooke who 
 between them ensure the print version exists.   

 5.08 WMI report for Annual village assembly 2021 

 
 The WMI has had a tricky year with lockdown restrictions, opening when we could and closing when we had to.  
 
 We’ve not sat back and done nothing, though...! We’ve taken the opportunity to do some maintenance tasks, 
 and spruce the hall up a bit. We’ve decorated, put up some new hooks, fixed odd things that had broken, and 
 generally made it just that bit nicer for our local community. We also made improvements to the grassed area at 
 the front, so it doesn’t continue to get muddy in wet weather. And the garden at the back is looking lovely - neat, 
 tidy and ready for spring.  
 
 We’ve also made good progress on our project to teach IT skills to those who may need it in the village. We’ve 
 bought the equipment, and have a team of volunteers ready to help those who need a little help with computers, 
 when restrictions allow. The money came from a grant we won from Melton Borough Council.  

https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/
mailto:developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk
mailto:stathernnhw@gmail.com


 

 

 
 As we come out of lockdown, we’ve got a fantastic selection of classes - during the course of a week, there’s 
 yoga, Pilates, line dancing, art, tai chi and ballet fit. For the children, there’s dance classes and a regular 
 playgroup. We feel we have a really good selection of classes for the community. 
 
 Lastly, we’re always looking for people to join the WMI team. People can get in touch with Nicky, Alison or Jenny 
 by email or phone.  
 
 Our contact details are wmiquery@gmail.com, via our Facebook page or on 01949 833508. 

 

 5.09 Stathern Horticultural Society Report to Stathern Assembly May 2021 

 Although we had a healthy membership and a full programme of meetings, speakers, outings and events booked 
 for 2020 it was decided at the beginning of the pandemic to cancel the entire programme for the year, resuming 
 when it was safe to meet up again.  Therefore, it has been a very quiet year with nothing to report except taking 
 part in the very successful produce market held in September in lieu of the Annual Show.   

 5.1 FOSS 

 We would like to thank everyone for their continued support through these unprecedented times. A highlight for 
 us was seeing all the children dancing and enjoying themselves during our virtual disco. Christmas tree sales once 
 again proved successful and hopefully spread a little cheer to many homes in the vale and further afield during 
 the festive period. We can’t wait to be able to hold some of our popular fundraisers again very soon.  

 

 5.2 Stathern Primary School - Karen Lambert 

 What a year…. This has truly been a year of highs and lows. I became part of the Stathern School Family at this 
 time last year, becoming the new Headteacher, moving from a local primary school. After an amazing welcome 
 from Matt Lee, who has moved onto a larger primary school, I was welcomed by all governors, staff and pupils, 
 into the School family. Following an apparent, enforced obsession with risk assessments, we were thrilled to 
 open the school in August to 97 pupils, who all felt safe and excited to be back at school after a significant break 
 through Lockdown 1 and the summer. The school I must reiterate, was always open, to any Key worker and 
 vulnerable children. Our children have had to manage some significant changes, in terms of procedures and 
 protocols, but they have been nurtured by all staff and each other, and we were proud that the school stayed 
 open until the 3rd national Lockdown! We did sadly, have to close 1 ‘bubble’ due to staff having COVID, but this 
 did not spread and the rest of the school continued and our attendance has been possibly the best ever. In the 
 Autumn term we were above national average at nearly 97%.  

 As the year has progressed, we have seen many great successes, as the number of pupils entering the school 
 increased by 10. Living through a pandemic has meant that other successes: such as national benchmark testing 
 (SATS) have not been administered. This year we have no formal data, in line with all schools, but we are proud 
 of the 100% pass rate of the pupil in Year 2 who took a later than planned Phonics screen. All other tests have 
 been cancelled but the school continues to track pupils in terms of their academic progress, however this year 
 we are mindful also of the other way’s children need to develop. Much of the work around the curriculum has 
 continued but there has been a huge focus on staff and pupil wellbeing. Much of the curriculum is interspersed 
 by encouraging mindful activities, outdoor learning and physical education. I am thrilled by the support staff give 
 to each and every child. I am also incredibly proud of the provision of remote learning when in January we had 8 
 hours’ notice that schools would be closed. We again kept the school open throughout the start of the year, this 
 time accepting Critical Workers and Vulnerable children. Staff within hours moved to TEAMS teaching and pupils 
 accessed their own secure TEAMS account for assemblies, registers, all lessons and even small group intervention 
 sessions. Without patronising anybody in our school community, the IT skills that developed over a few days 
 were admirable…it was and has been a huge learning process. The feedback from parents was amazing. 
 However, we were thrilled to have all of the children back in March.  

 We have continued to teach a curriculum that is inspiring, creative and enterprising. The school over the last few 
 years has aimed to be progressive and thoughtful and made many changes to make it a curriculum that is ‘right’ 
 for the pupils living and learning in Stathern. As the curriculum evolves, there will be further focus on our motto: 
 ‘Nurture, discover, Inspire and Create’ The curriculum focuses on excellent topics including STEM and our desire 
 for children to make a difference to the wider world. Many schools talk of a recovery curriculum, at Stathern we 
 are prioritising our learning curriculum so that we focus on the key skills children need to live successful lives: so, 
 it will remain broad, balance and ambitious.  

mailto:wmiquery@gmail.com
tel:01949%20833508


 

 

 I send out regular monthly newsletters, but throughout this year communication has had to increase. Parents 
 and Governors have had to stay away from the site. So, we have increase at points our communications with 
 weekly updates, as needed. Everything we have done is emailed and put onto our website.  

 Behind the scenes and throughout the year the school has invested in amazing LCD tablet style displays ensuring 
 the learning environment is fit for the future…if we can’t get out of the class then we need to bring the World 
 into the classroom! It has very much enhanced the pupils learning experience. We have this term begun to 
 venture out and are enjoying the local beautiful countryside. Part of the funding for these 70” screens came from 
 the local community through supporting our FOSS, as we successfully sold out of hundreds of Xmas trees. The 
 FOSS even managed a remote disco, the children loved that! Charity has been given locally but throughout the 
 year, I have been touched by the generosity of the school families as we have taken part in national events like 
 Red nose Day and Children in Need, raising hundreds of pounds for others.  

 The school has continued to enjoy further sporting success. We were prepared to go for the Platinum Sports 
 Mark and will pursue that next year when we are back out onto sports pitches. We continue to buy into specialist 
 coaching for our children, and have won virtual Leicestershire Games awards. We are proud to say that 
 lunchtimes at school are the healthiest and most well planned I have ever seen in the various schools I have 
 previously taught in. A fantastic dance project and competition is being taught, with a view to Class 4 striving to 
 win, after a near miss, but admirably placed 2nd 2 years ago.  

 Sadly, residentials have not happened this year but plans are evolving for the future. Having had this enforced 
 break from normality has truly made us all look forward to these once again next year.  

 With the prospect of our imminent return to normality we, as a school, look forward to opening our doors, and 
 venturing out to the places that are so important and links all of Stathern. We are very much looking forward to 
 the year ahead and would like to thank all members of the community for their continued support.  

 On a personal level I would like to thank all of the school staff, pupils, governors and local community for 
 welcoming me so openly, I feel very much supported by them all and blessed to be working with such an amazing 
 team.  

 5.3 Police - Melton Rural North  
 
 This is the monthly priority update for Melton Rural North. This month I have been more involved in criminal 
 investigations and incidents surrounding antisocial behaviour including issues between neighbours. There has 
 also been 3 people arrested this month following road traffic collisions where they had all failed the road side 
 breath test. The incidents occurred on Pinfold Lane, Bottesford, East End, Long Clawson and the A607 just across 
 the border at the top of Denton hill.  
 
 THINK! Has launched a new series of social films in response to the easing of Covid-19, please have a look at this 
 link: 
 https://www.think.gov.uk/themes/drink-driving/ 
 
 Back in January I organised a meeting with Neighbourhood officers from Lincolnshire Police to discuss the issue 
 with nuisance and illegal off-roading and how we can work together to tackle this. The start of the month saw a 
 cross border operation between Leicestershire and Lincolnshire Police to tackle illegal off-roading around the 
 Viking Way. The neighbourhood priority team (NPT) have spent time preparing the operation and on Saturday 
 3rd and Sunday 4th this was carried out around Buckminster, Skillington, Coston, Wyville and surrounding areas 
 around the Viking Way. This involved the NPT, Neighbourhood officers from Melton supported by Special 
 Constables and joined by Neighbourhood and traffic officers from Lincolnshire Police.  
 
 A vast number of vehicles were stopped and checked over the weekend, encouragingly all of those vehicles 
 stopped had relevant documentation to be able to use by-ways. A few bikes made off from officers. We will be 
 hoping to carry out more of this activity in the coming months and target different times of the day and night.  
 
 A spate of offences also occurred in Bottesford where we received calls regarding a male causing public order on 
 the 13th. Police attended and located and arrested a male. A file has been prepared for the CPS to make a 
 charging decision for 6 offences including assault, criminal damage and public order.  
 Unrelated to the above we also received reports of a male causing issues in Harby on the 15th, police attended 
 and a male was located and arrested for a sexual offence and subsequent criminal damage to the police vehicle. 
 The offender is currently on remand awaiting sentencing after pleading guilty at court. Thanks to the support of 
 our Neighbourhood Priority Officers and CID team for leading on these investigations and bringing positive 
 results.  
 

https://www.think.gov.uk/themes/drink-driving/


 

 

 Our current priorities: 
 Priority 1 – Road Safety 
 Priority 2 – Rural Crime/Farming equipment thefts 
 Priority 3 – Nuisance Off Roading 
 

 5.4 Harby and Hose British Legion 
 
 The last year, despite the obvious difficulties and being unable to hold meetings, we held two small ceremonies 
 at the Harby War Memorial to celebrate VE&VJ days. Despite the fact that we wert trying to keep things quiet, 
 approx. 70 people supported us at each event. We also managed with the help of the WMI and Mr Roger 
 Hawkins to hold a short service at Stathern on Remembrance Day - 41 people attended. 
 
 Our Chairman of 27 years, Mr Gordon Spence has been awarded a long service award of a special Badge of which 
 only 5 have been issued in Leics. We have missed seeing all regular supporters at the two coffee mornings. and 
 also, the Christmas dinner. We look forward to a better year. 

 5.5 Stathern Recreation Association 
 
 The SRA as with all other organisations has suffered its quietest year ever not able to run any off its usual events. 
 
 Some basic maintenance has been carried out within the park with most of the equipment removed during the 
 hight of covid restrictions now re-installed and being used regularly. 
 
 With money provisionally secured for purchase of the final piece of play equipment we look to secure funding to 
 cover installation of this piece. 
 
 With the loss of some of the key committee members and a lack of new volunteers looking to join we are faced 
 with some potential changes as to how the SRA operates, we all hope this will not have a negative effect on how 
 the park operates and the events we have all enjoyed over the years. 
 
 We appreciate all the great support from villagers and local community ensuring the park is what it is and we can 
 run the events that we all enjoy. Currently the SRA committee is the smallest it has been for some years, we are 
 looking for new volunteers to come forward and help ensure the park is here for many more years to come. 
 
 
Meeting closed 19:35 


