
Minutes of the Stathern Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday 4th December 2018 at 7pm in the Plough Inn Function Room 

 

Present: Cllrs Hourd (Chair), Bray, Daniels, Ramsay, Smith, Underwood and Cllr B. Rhodes. 

Clerk: S Smart. 

Members of the public:  4 

 

Apologies: None 

 

101. Minutes of the Meeting held on the 13th November 2018 

The minutes of the meeting, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, were 

confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

102. Receipt of SRA sub-committee meeting minutes 

Cllr Smith updated the meeting.    The SRA have signed off the accounts for last year and these will 

be sent to the Charity Commission.  Work on the basketball hoop installation has started and should 

be completed by early January.  General renovation of the playpark has also started and a total 

expenditure of £3,400 was approved for this purpose which includes the purchase of a new bin.       

SRA minutes were agreed and signed.    

 

103. Declarations of interest and dispensations 

To be declared during the agenda item if applicable. 

 

104. Correspondence/Planning Applications received prior to the meeting 

Correspondence 

Notification from Highways that Moor Lane will be closed on the 17th December for highway 

maintenance works. 

Leicestershire County Council (LCC) have confirmed that the parish council will now have to pay the 

snow wardens and they will make a contribution of £6.89 an hour towards this. 

Confirmation from LCC that the bollards on the grass by Walnut Close are in a satisfactory condition. 

Complaints have been received from residents of both City Road and Birds Lane/The Green about 

the condition of the roads and verges as a result of building work.    The Birds Lane/The Green 

development was reported directed to Melton Borough Council (MBC) by residents and they have 

been advised that they are reviewing the road sweeping in that area.   The City Road problems have  

been reported to MBC planning and the additional issues of poor parking, proximity to the school 

bus stop and a safe crossing place for children has also been highlighted. The MBC planning officer 

has advised he will be attending the site. 

MBC will be sending out new waste and recycling leaflets to all homes, together with details of the 

Christmas collections shortly. 

 

  



Planning Applications 

• 18-01310.  To relocate an existing field access to allow agricultural machinery and animal 
movements following planning permission to erect detached dwelling.   Access to be made 
between the closed cemetery and the Gote on Church Lane. 

 
A number of issues were highlighted regarding this application ranging from ownership of the land 
at the entrance point by the Gote to suitability of the access point in an historical part of the village.   
Whilst the ownership of the land around the gote is in question, in terms of the application itself, the 
council had concerns about the proximity to the closed cemetery and that some of the graves may 
have moved into the area where the path was proposed as the land has slipped.    The road was 
thought to be unsuitable for the types of vehicles mentioned in the application and it was requested 
that if the application was accepted then a stipulation must be that this is for agricultural use only 
and not for domestic vehicles.   The applicant believed that there had been access there previously 
into the field but this was disputed by long standing residents of the village who stated there had 
never been an access point due to the proximity of the cemetery and Gote.   Investigation to take 
place on the land ownership for the next meeting.   
 

• 18-01233.  New garage with TV room, games room and toilet.  40 Penn Lane.  Resolved to 
object to this application as it is overdevelopment of the site and the wall will be on the 
build line.      
 

• 18/00622.  Amended Plans for new house, Walnut Tree Cottage, 12 City Road. 
The owner stated that following discussions with MBC’s conservation officer, the design had 
been amended slightly and the property now had a slightly smaller footprint.  No objections 
were raised.   

 
 

105.  Payments and Receipts 

Payments 

R. Scarborough – balance of grass cutting bill £760.00  

R. Scarborough – Tofts Hill Hedge £240.00  

LexisNexis – Local Council Admin Book £110.99  

SLCC Annual Membership £106.00  

Clerks Salary – 4 weeks to 11th December £441.96  

SSE Electricity Bill  £98.30  

 

Receipts 

New memorial stone £90.00 

 

106.  Tofts Hill Cemetery Boundary 

Cllr Ramsay had met with the owners of the field.  Some panels had fallen down into the 

undergrowth.  The owner has said he will clear and fill in the area with hedge.   Approximately 20 

new posts will be required at an approximate total cost of £80 which was agreed.     Field owner to 

submit invoice when complete. 

107.  Quote for replacement pole for village sign. 

This item to be put on hold until the next meeting. 

 



108.  Annual SLCC Membership Renewal 

The annual membership is due for renewal at cost of £106.  This was agreed. 

 

109.  Street Lighting Replacement 

The committee had met and agreed not to replace the lights in one go due to the cost which would 

necessitate taking out a loan.   A decision not to use LCC was made due to them being very 

expensive.  Clerk asked to prepare to sample budgets, one to replace 5 a year and one to replace 8 a 

year.     Electricity saving (until full replacement) will be negligible as the council is on an unmetered 

supply.        

110.  Speed Camera Replacement 

The clerk had received quotes from three suppliers which had been forwarded to the Speed Watch 

Co-ordinator for review.    It was agreed in principle to replace the camera as a traffic calming devise 

and the clerk to look at grants to help fund this.    

 

111.  Purchase of a SIM card and anti-virus software 

Both were agreed.  Due to differing deals becoming available, the Clerk was allocated a maximum of 

£150 for the year to arrange both. 

112.       Quote for Repairing the Bus Shelter Floor 

Cllr Ramsay had checked this out and believed it would cost about £40 to repair.   Resolved to 

proceed with this quote. 

 

113.  Village Matters 

A request has been made by the new tenant of the field to be able to use this for dressage.  This was 

agreed.  It was also asked if the field could be rented at a reduced rate for three years.  The council 

decided to continue to rent the field annually.   Cllr Underwood mentioned that there is a ditch 

which runs along the back of the field under the hedge which is blocked and smells terrible.  Clerk to 

report.   

A traffic monitoring camera was recently installed by the post box for monitoring traffic at the 

corner of Blacksmith End.   Clerk to check why this is being monitored and can we find out what the 

volume of traffic is that area.     

 

Snow Warden Liaison.   Melton Borough Council have asked if one of our snow wardens would be a 

liaison point for them for updates about snow or bad weather in the area.  Cllr Ramsay happy to do 

this and Clerk to submit details.    

There is quite a bit of mud on the road by the entrance to Harby Lane.  Concern about cars slipping 

as they often brake heavily as they come into the village or are accelerating out of the village.  Clerk 

advised this has also been mentioned to the MBC planning officer.  

The drop kerb work has started outside No 2B Harby Lane.    

The ditch on Harby Lane is blocked, near the entrance to Valebrook Road and water is no longer 

flowing.  Clerk to check and report to Severn Trent.  

 

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 8th January 2019 

Meeting closed:  20:23 


