Stathern Star
January/February 2022

A Very Happy New Year
See inside for the Christmas Lights Winner 2021

What’s On in Stathern
Details are available on the Village Calendar, which is on the Parish Council
website, together with all the classes running at the WMI.
Events may change or be cancelled depending on the current Covid
restrictions.

January
Date

Event

Location and Time

Sun 2nd

Epiphany Family Service

Wed 5th

Stathern Gardening Club - talk by
Derek Janes on the Club website
Holy Communion

St. Guthlac’s Church at
10:30am
The Plough Inn Function
Room at 8.00pm
St. Guthlac’s Church at
10:30am
The Plough Inn Function
Room at 7.00pm
The Plough Inn Function
Room at 8.00pm
St. Guthlac’s Church at
4.00pm

Sun 9th

Tues 11th Parish Council Meeting
Wed 12th WI Talk - Donya from Peacock Farm on
Low Food Miles
Sun 23rd Candlelit Celtic Evening Worship

February
Date

Event

Location and Time

Wed 2nd

The Plough Inn Function
Room at 7.30pm

Wed 2nd
to Sat 5th

Stathern Gardening Club AGM
followed by a talk on Dyeing Natural
Fabrics
Harby Harlequins pantomime - “Robin
Hood”

Sun 6th

Family Service

Tues 8th

Parish Council Meeting
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Harby Village Hall at
7:30pm with a Saturday
matinee at 2:30pm
St. Guthlac’s Church at
10:30am
The Plough Inn Function
Room at 7.00pm

Wed 9th

WI Talk - Brian Lovegrove on Being a
Councillor

The Plough Inn Function
Room at 8.00pm

Date

Event

Location and Time

Sun 13th

Holy Communion

Mon 21st

59ers+ Lunch

Sun 27th

Evening Worship

St. Guthlac’s Church at
10:30am
WMI - time to be
confirmed
St. Guthlac’s Church at
4.00pm

Mon 28th

Deadline for Red Lion Shares

For information, or to submit articles, please contact the team: Joan Bray
01949 860602, Sheryl Smart: 01949 860763 or email stathernstar@gmail.com

*******************************

New Year Opening
Coffee Shot
Sat 1st January - Closed
Sun 2nd January - 8:00am - 1:00pm

Post Office
Reopens Thursday 6th January.
Stathern Stores
New Years Eve - 8:00 am - 6:00pm
!st January - 9:00am - 2:00 pm
2nde January - 9:00am - 2:00pm
3rd January - 9:00am - 2:00pm
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION
And The Winner Is……….. 3 Red Lion Street - Tom and Becca Fairbrother.
Stathern’s nine community groups and Stathern Parish Council teamed up this
year to bring the Christmas tree to the Chapel Lane paddock – thanks, as ever,
to the Hawkins and Mills families – and to offer the second annual Stathern
Christmas Lights competition.
On Sunday 5th December, the first Christmas Tree Lights Switch-On event with
Christingles, mulled wine and carols gathered a joyous crowd; such a great
evening. Extra special mention to David and Jess Smith who played keyboard
and flute respectively to accompany the evening's carol singing: simply magical.
Over 100 households lit up on 12th December to be entered into the Christmas
Lights competition. In the week that followed, families and grown ups alike
strolled through the village, oohing and aahing, returning over 60 voting
sheets.
The runaway winner was Tom and Becca Fairbrother's innovative winter
wonderland creation at 3 Red Lion Street. 'Pallet Christmas trees and crib, a cut
above the rest' as one resident said!
The doorstep presentation of the engraved trophy and a festive bottle of fizz
was delayed and re-scheduled for 2nd January following a positive PCR test in
the household. The trophy was kindly donated last year by The Hand Made
Hut Co; and, whilst engraving Tom and Becca's names, Digital Deadline added
an extra festive look to the trophy by hand-painting a new multi-coloured title.
2021 Results:
1st Place: 3 Red Lion Street
2nd Place: West End Farm, 8 Penn Lane
3rd Place: Folville House, 13 Main Street
Thanks to everyone who has helped to ‘Light up Stathern’ throughout the
Christmas period and to everyone who has supported the community groups
and their many activities throughout the year.
Stathern's nine Community Groups are all active in the friendly village of
Stathern in the beautiful Vale of Belvoir, Leicestershire.
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Community Heartbeat Trust,
Dove Cottage Day Hospice,
Friends of Stathern School (FOSS),
Stathern Gardening Club,
Royal British Legion,
St Guthlac's Church,
Stathern Recreation Association play park (SRA)
Stathern War Memorial Institute Village Hall (WMI)
Stathern Women’s Institute (WI)
www.Facebook.com/groups/StathernCommunityGroups

Christmas Trees
FOSS (Friends of Stathern School) would like to thank everyone who

bought a Christmas Tree from them in support of the school.

Village Development and the vision for Stathern Primary School
‘Nurture, Inspire, Discover, Create’
You will all be very aware that the village of Stathern is going to grow
considerably over the next few years as new houses are planned and already
popping up right, left and centre!
This means that, as a school, we need to be thinking about how we will also
grow over the next few years to continue to provide the best environment for
our children as they begin their education journey within our wonderful
primary school.
You will be pleased to know that the school’s governing board are keeping fully
informed about the implications of village growth upon the school. We will
ensure that we are strategically best placed to secure the best outcome for the
school’s exciting future.
We have already fully engaged with the local authority to consider our options
for school growth in terms of the physical space that we have available and its
suitability to continue to provide a first-class experience for our children.
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Shortly, we will be liaising with our parents and also the wider community
about our vision for the school so that we can listen to your views and opinions
about what the future holds. So, please watch this space as we begin to work
together to extend, develop and improve our fantastic ‘small’ school to address
the needs of our ‘big’ global citizens of the future.
If you would like to discuss any of these school developments, please do get in
touch.
Clare Allen
Chair of Governors - Stathern Primary School - Callen@stathern.leics.sch.uk

RED LION COMMUNITY GROUP
A very big thank you to all of you who came to our Share Offer Launch or one
of our drop in sessions. It was great to see the hall full. The ball is now
definitely rolling and the pledges and cheques are mounting steadily. In case
you have missed the latest news:
● The moratorium period allowed for a community to enter a bid has
now ended and we have submitted an offer based on the professional
valuation that we commissioned.
● We have registered as a Community Benefit Society (known as the
Stathern Community Benefit Society) to allow us to offer Community
Shares.
● We have had to open a special type of bank account with the Co-op
Bank specifically for Community Shares and this is going through a
regulatory procedure at the moment.
● Until this has all gone through and we can officially bank money, we
are able to receive cheques (without paying them in) and firm pledges
via an application form.
● Each share is £50 and there is a minimum of just one share. However,
we would like to encourage a minimum investment of 5 shares - £250.
The maximum investment is 2,000 shares - £100,000.
If you expressed interest in buying shares via our survey, then please act now
to give us a firm pledge (application form downloadable from our website – see
below). We know we have put a deadline of 28th February for shares, so why
are we asking you to act now? To complete our funding we want to apply for
grants, but most of these are match-funded, so the more finance we already
have (or are sure will materialise), the more we can apply for.
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More details are on our website www.savetheredlionstathern.com with
documents to download including the share prospectus, application form,
business plan and FAQs.
If you have a query or would like to know more, please contact us on
RedLionCommunityGroup@gmail.com.
Thank you in advance for your support. Together let's make the Red Lion great
again!
Sally Fagan
Red Lion Community Group - Chair: Bridget Green

NEW CHAIRPERSON REQUIRED FOR THE WMI
The Village Hall, situated (for those that do not know) on Main Street, next to
the Coffee Shot, is run by a registered charity, The Stathern War Memorial
Institute. As a registered charity it is required to have a proper documented
constitution, and a properly appointed Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees
currently comprises a Chairperson, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Key User Trustee
and a Trustee appointed by the Parish Council (which itself is also a Custodian
Trustee).
The Board of Trustees ensures that the organisation complies with Charity
Commission regulations and provides strategic oversight of the WMI.’s delivery
of its declared contribution to Stathern’s vibrant and inclusive community. In
addition, the WMI has a Management Committee of local people which
contributes ideas for suitable activities for the Charity to undertake, and to lead
and participate in organising and delivering events during the year. Trustees
and Committee Members are all volunteers, with the people involved giving
their time and their skills for free.
The current Chair, Nicky Tansley, has been involved for many years, the last five
of which have been as Chair of the Board of Trustees, and has played a vital
role in ensuring that the W.M.I. continues to be a prized village asset that it has
been for many decades. Nicky has, reluctantly, decided that other pressures as
a mother, a business woman growing her own business, and senior manager
with a large company are now such that she needs to step away from her role
as Chair. She will be a great loss to the Board, and to the Management
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Committee alike, although she has said that as time allows, she would still like,
whenever possible, to be part of the events organising teams in the future.
All of us involved with the W.M.I would like to express our gratitude for the
contribution Nicky has made, and for the friendship and camaraderie she has
brought to the WMI. However, at the same time we have to look forward, and
we will need to find suitable people willing to contribute to the Board and take
on the Chair’s role. Nicky is happy to continue in post until a successor is found,
and the rest of the Board of Trustees are anxious to hear from anyone who
would like to learn more about the role, and about the Charity.
If your interest is piqued by the prospect of joining the happy band at the WMI,
please let us know. Any of the Trustees, Alison Shelton (Secretary), Paul Jackson
(Parish Council Trustee); Clare Calder (Key User Trustee (known to many for her
dedication to running the Belvoir Dance Academy), or David Shelton (Treasurer)
would be happy to chat informally, and in confidence.

Stathern Stores Re-Opens
As your local village store we now offer a range of items like confectionery,
snacks, soft drinks, grocery, fruit and veg, fresh meat, dairy products, fresh
food on the go, frozen food, vegetables & desserts, medicines, pet food,
household & cleaning products , stamps,alcohol, tobacco and e-cigs etc.
Also many more items to come in the store soon like the Lottery, Pay Point,
parcel drop off , greetings cards, ready made Indian meals in the freezer range,
and increased range of alcohol i.e crafted wine, beer, cider, gin and spirits.
Stathern Village Store is now open 7 days a week,
Opening hours :
Monday to Saturday 8:00am to 9:00pm
Sunday 9:00am to 3:00pm
We will also be distributing monthly promotions leaflets to your door.
We welcome your suggestions, please give us your feedback when you pop into
the store.
Mrs Manju Khunti
Mr Nilesh Khunti
Stathern Village Store
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Microchip scanner now in Stathern – helping to
reunite lost or stray pets
If you come across a lost or stray pet, give me a call and I will try to
reunite it with its owner. Read on to find out how …
It’s the law to have your dog fitted with a microchip by the time
it’s 8 weeks old www.gov.uk/get-your-dog-microchipped and the
Government has now announced that owners will soon be
required to microchip their cats by the time it reaches 20 weeks of age
www.gov.uk/government/news/cat-microchipping-to-be-made-mandatory
The microchip is given a number which will show up whenever a pet is
scanned. The owner’s contact details are kept alongside the microchip number
on one of several Government approved databases. When a young pet is first
sold, or an older pet changes hands, the microchip details should be updated
by the new owner. The microchip databases are confidential, but authorised
people like vets and animal rescue organisations can access them and notify
the registered owners when a pet is found.
Q1 Is your pet microchipped?
Q2 Are the details up to date?
Q3 Does your dog have a collar with your name and address on it or on a tag?
Have a look at this link for more information:
https://www.dogstrust.org.uk/help-advice/microchipping-neutering/collar-chip
-change
I have been a dog owner all my life and should one of our two Weimaraner
dogs – Bella, 8, and Bailey coming up 14 years – go missing (distant pheasants
are very attractive – and fast-flying!) it is comforting to know that their
microchips should help to reunite them with us. But the wait for news would
be interminable so anything that could reduce that time would be very
welcome.
I have been involved in a few instances of my own where it would have been
great to have been able to scan a pet for a microchip and identify the owner
‘on the spot’. I asked our own vet, Becca Fairbrother - Stathern’s own resident
super-vet who works at Buttercross Vets in Bingham - about the chances of
getting a microchip scanner for the village. She decided to buy it herself and
donate it to us. Thank you, Becca!!
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So, I am now the proud keeper of Stathern’s Halo microchip scanner. If I am
called to scan a pet, and a microchip is found, the scanner will immediately
alert me if the animal has been reported missing. How exciting is that! I have
also become a volunteer microchip scanner for Harvey’s Army - this gives me
direct access to HA volunteers who are authorised microchip database
checkers, so the owner can be contacted quickly.
Harvey’s Army www.harveysarmy.com is a registered charity that helps to
reunite lost and found pets with their families. It was formed in 2013 after pet
poodle Harvey went missing for 13 weeks: the dog's body was actually found
on the M62 just 20 minutes after he vanished but the owner was not notified
by the Highways Agency https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-31691393
Whilst individual circumstances do vary, we hope that together we can help to
prevent another family going through similar grief.
Alison Shelton
07801 970883
alisonshelton999@gmail.com
STATHERN | HOUSING | MATTERS
A quick-fire round-up of housing matters in Stathern

1 STAT1 Land West of Main Street - 74 houses (Davidsons) - 19/01302/FUL
Work has now started. See
https://www.stathernparish.co.uk/stat-1-west-of-main-st or find all related
applications by searching 19/01302/FUL on
https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/
2 Blacksmith End – 9 houses – 19/01193/OUT successful challenge.
Melton Borough Council has been successful in its Section 288 statutory
challenge in the High Court. The High Court issued its judgment, quashing the
decision of the Planning Inspectorate Appeal Inspector, dated 11 February, to
allow the building of 9 houses on the field at Blacksmith End - a Reserve Site in
the Melton Local Plan. The application will now go back to the Planning
Inspectorate for a re-hearing. This new appeal will make a decision using the
correct (adopted) version of the Local Plan Policy SS2 Development Strategy,
which includes the word ‘windfall’ in the paragraph about development service
centres. The original appeal Inspector was mis-informed by Melton BC at the
appeal hearing that the version without ‘windfall’ in it was the correct version
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(it was subsequently proven the version with ‘windfall’ was the correct version
as adopted by the full council in October 2018. This led to Melton BC
recognising their error and funding the statutory challenge). We await another
Planning Inspectorate Appeal date. The Judge found there was a general public
interest to consider and it would be undesirable for planning decisions to be
made on an incorrect basis as they ought to be taken on the basis of the
adopted plan. Whilst he agreed with the challenge, the Judge also found there
had been prejudice to the Interested Party (and the Defendant) as a result of
the error by Melton Borough Council, so Melton BC will have to pay some
compensation for costs.
3 Demolition of existing barn and 2 existing dwellings and their replacement
with 3 new dwellings | Field End 10 The Green Stathern - 21/01035/FUL This
proposal is for the existing barn and semi-detached dwellings to be demolished
and replaced with a 3-bedroom, 2 storey house; and two 2-bedroom
bungalows. It follows the unsuccessful applications below in the same general
area. This latest application has received 28 comments: 27 objections, 1 in
support. A planning committee date is awaited.
4 Red Lion Inn - single dwelling plus 7 to the rear - 20/01482/FUL This second
planning application was withdrawn in August. The Red Lion has been put up
for sale by the owner and the closing date for bids has now passed. See
www.SaveTheRedLionStathern.com or visit
www.facebook.com/redlioncommunitygroup for more about Stathern’s Save
the Red Lion community group.
5 Tofts Hill/Field OS 5000 – Demolition of redundant barns and their
replacement with a single dwelling house (Class C3) | Field OS 5000 And 5812
Tofts Hill Stathern - 21/01060/FUL
This was unanimously refused at Melton’s recent Planning Committee meeting
(9th December) because “In the opinion of the Local Planning Authority the
proposed development would result in the introduction of residential
development that would occupy a detached location outside of the built-up
confines of Stathern. The site is adjacent to the Conservation Area and
contributes to the rural setting of the village of which the introduction of
residential development and associated paraphernalia, by virtue of its scale,
form, and mass, would disrupt. As such, the proposal would have adverse
impacts upon the character of the local area, wider landscape and setting of
the Conservation Area. For these reasons, the proposal is considered to conflict
with Policies EN1, EN6 and EN13 of the Melton Local Plan and as such would
not represent a form of suitable windfall residential development as stated in
Policies SS1 and SS2 of the Melton Local Plan.”
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6 Planning Applications https://pa.melton.gov.uk/online-applications/
● Search online using the above link using either the reference numbers listed or
using ‘Stathern’ to find the applications and supporting documents.
● MBC Duty Planning Officer: 01664 502427 (M-F 9 – 5pm) or email
developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk
● Commenting on applications can be made online via the application, or by post.
Whilst there is a stated deadline for public comment, they are often taken into
account right up until the final report when the decision is produced. Post to
Development Control at: Parkside, Station Approach, Burton Street, Melton
Mowbray LE13 1GH or by email developmentcontrol@melton.gov.uk
● Note: the items above all relate to buildings but there are still a number of tree
applications (which can be seen under a search for ‘Stathern’ as above: an
application to MBC is required for any tree work in the Conservation Area.
Stathern Housing Matters is an informal, voluntary email newsletter set up to share
information on housing related matters in Stathern. To join the SHM database,
contact Alison Shelton on 07801 970883 or email
Stathern.Housing.Matters@gmail.com. All recipients are blind-copied for
confidentiality. NB: Any opinion expressed in SHM newsletters is my own and does not
reflect the position of any other person or organisation.

WAR MEMORIAL INSTITUTE

As Covid waxed and waned around us, the regular
activities at the ‘The Little Hall with a Big Heart’
thrived - Line Dancing, Pilates, Tai Chi and Yoga
classes, Belvoir Dance Academy, Playgroup, Art Class
and the Connect IT Help Sessions. Events in
November and December included the Act of
Remembrance, St Guthlac’s Alphabet Quiz, three
‘Save the Red Lion’ community meetings, two
birthday parties, and the WMI’s own Christmas Makers Market. The market
offered local crafts including jewellery, candles, soaps, interiors, textiles and a
chance to catch up, shop local and partake of mulled wine and mince pies. In
2022, Covid regulations allowing, the WMI will be hosting FOSS’s popular Burns
night (22nd Jan) and the WI’s 59’ers+ Lunch (21st Feb)
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Active Holidays for Stathern! Thanks to the Parish Council for a successful
National Lottery funding application for three full weeks of FREE children's
activities in Stathern, these holiday sessions for 5 – 13-year-olds are based at
the WMI and Play Park. The first week is booked for February Half Term, 14 –
18th February 2022 and online booking for places opens early in January.
Following on from a group of volunteers painting the hall walls our thanks next
go to Jim Robinson for kindly volunteering to ‘go solo’ and paint the kitchen
walls and woodwork – it is all now a lovely bright and shiny white, what a
transformation. Thank you, Jim! And, finally, the WMI is looking at a stepped
approach to improving the heating in the hall. Initially a remotely
programmable thermostat controller will be fitted to the existing heaters.
Watch this space.
For details of any of the classes or the next events at the Stathern WMI Village
Hall see the Notice Board outside the hall or www.facebook.com/StathernWMI
or contact us direct on wmiquery@gmail.com 01949 833508 or 07801 970883.

STATHERN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
A very Happy New Year! All of us are facing challenges in our own way at this
time and we face them together. Members have supported each other whether
it be a simple phone call or message or now coming along to our monthly
meetings again and catching up with old friends and make new ones. We really
are a lovely group of ladies working together to enrich our lives whether it be
learning a new skill, enjoying a talk or just looking out for each other.
We must also thank The Plough for allowing us to use their large room to
enable this to happen.
Our Christmas Faith supper in December was really well attended, delicious
supper provided by all of the members plus a brilliant quiz written by Cath and
Malcom Goff, followed by an intriguing photo challenge.
The 59’ers+ Lunch will be in February, invitations will be sent out in January,
when we will then look forward to providing a scrumptious home cooked three
course lunch!
Bridget has been working hard on the calendar of events for next year and we
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have some exciting evenings coming up.
January 12th We have Donya from Peacock Farm with a talk on her products
with low food miles.
February 9th We have Brian Lovegrove, our local Councillor giving us a talk.
Coming up we have skin care and beauty treatments, Bollywood Dancing, a
Glass artist, The Power of Drums and much much more.
We have a thriving and wonderful WI in our village with over 40 members,
which we should be proud of as sadly there are a number of local villages
which have lost theirs. We are also pleased to welcome several new members.
Keep safe everyone!
Find us at The Plough, 2nd Wednesday of the month.
Any queries of questions about joining please contact:
Karen.mathias@btinternet.com or maryjhughes1@yahoo.co.uk
Committee Member.

or any

STATHERN GARDENING CLUB
Well, New Year is upon us and still we are in a state of uncertainty. We
managed a few meetings last year with the Quiz Supper, an excellent speaker
on Bonsai and the Christmas Dinner.
At the moment we are not sure what will happen in January, although we have
Derek Janes booked to speak on the 5th January when he will outline plans for
a Gardening Club website, inviting suggestions from members. Hopefully we
will be able to go ahead with this meeting, but will keep you informed of any
changes.
On the 2nd February, we have the AGM when we are hoping some of you will
be willing to join the committee. Bob (Chair) and Sharon (Treasurer) have both
indicated that they would like to step down after many years service, which
would leave a committee of only three people. We would like to appeal to all
members, not least those new members who have only recently joined us, to
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consider whether you could spare a couple of hours a month to help out. If
you would like to know what would be involved please contact any committee
member, we would be only too pleased to talk to you. The AGM will start at
7.30pm and be followed by our speaker for the night, Maureen Ake on ‘Dyeing
Natural Fabric’.
Subscriptions will be due in January and will remain at £5 per member for
another year. We have an interesting list of speakers booked for 2022 along
with lots of other social events, and a programme will be handed out at the
January meeting.
Looking forward to seeing you all in January. Meanwhile, have a very healthy
and happy New Year.
ST. GUTHLAC’S CHURCH
West Vale of Belvoir Group of Churches
VICAR
Revd. Jamie Mackay, 1 Church Lane, Old Dalby, LE14 3LB
Tel: H. 01664 823 475, M. 07946 895 858,
Email:revjamiemackay@btinternet.com
If you have any enquiries please contact:
Mary Briant, 8 Valebrook Road, Stathern, LE14 4EB
Tel: H. 01949869448, M. 07773164662,
email: marybriant@aol.com
As we write, the Covid pandemic has begun to tighten its grip again, and more
restrictions are in place. The good news is that unless there are further
restrictions, the church remains open for visitors, prayer and services.
All persons attending services must now wear masks and observe socially
distancing rules. Hand sanitisers are also available and we are operating a 'track
and trace' system in case anyone has to be contacted. Currently singing is
allowed and our services will be as normal as possible.
Brief church notes
Nine teams gathered in the WMI on the 20th November for the Alphabet Quiz.
The guest quizmaster, Brian Thompson, had prepared a most enjoyable quiz
based on the word STATHERN, which kept participants thoroughly absorbed
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and we thank him for all the work he had put in to make the event such a
success. The half-time supper prepared by Sally Fagan and her team was, as
usual, excellent. The scoring was quite high and close but there was a clear
winning team who were given bottles of wine as a reward. Thank you Sally,
Yvonne, Helen, Ewa, Margaret and others who helped to make the evening
thoroughly enjoyable. £801 was raised for church funds.
About 16 adults and 22 children took part in the 'Follow the Star' treasure hunt
in the church on the 4th December, which was devised by Revd. Jamie and his
wife Eva. Children had to solve the clues which eventually led to the crib.
There was mulled wine and mince pies for the adults and chocolate biscuits for
the children, with a 'goodie bag' to take home. Some of the children also made
their Christingles ready for the Sunday service.
Our Christingle Service on the 5th December was well attended by adults and
children. All persons attending received a Christingle and these were lit to form
a circle of light around the church. We offer our grateful thanks to Adam Davis
and Lou for supplying the church and school with oranges for the Christingle
and to Clare Allen who organised the event. The collection from the service
was sent to the Children’s Society. After the service many of the congregation
made their way to the Chapel Lane paddock where the Christmas tree lights
were switched on, carols sung, and refreshments were available for everyone.
We will be holding a candlelit Celtic service at 4:00pm on the 23rd January.
This will be an informal service in the Celtic tradition of a peaceful meditative
act of worship which will instill a sense of calmness and stillness during these
troubled times. There will be music, readings and reflections, and all are
welcome.
It's a strange name - Quinquennial Inspection - but it’s the term given to the
5-yearly survey of the church fabric by our appointed church architect. This
took place recently when the architect clambered all over the church giving it a
thorough inspection. We have now received his report and it is clear that,
despite our best efforts, the church needs a lot more repairs, particularly the
tower where erosion of the soft ironstone is gradually taking its toll. The PCC is
discussing the way forward and will initiate some immediate minor
maintenance and is also considering applying for grants for some more major
work.
An important date for your diary - A special concert by the Newstead Abbey
Singers, on 7th May 2022 in St. Guthlac's Church at 7:30pm.
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This long overdue concert is intended as a Memorial Concert for John and
Gillian Deave, as John sang in this choir some years ago. During the concert a
special piece of choral music will be sung in memory of John and Gillian.
We will announce more details in the next issue, but in the meantime, please
do save this date in your diaries. The Deaves loved this choir and we are sure
that you will too!
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME
STATHERN NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME is dedicated to
improving community safety through the exchange of
information relating to criminal and antisocial behaviour. We
are in contact with the police, the Parish Council and other
NHW schemes throughout the Vale and therefore receive
information as to what is happening in and around our
surrounding area.
The STATHERN NHW CO-ORDINATOR volunteer role is, after over 7 years, being
taken on by 2 new volunteers from our village – Jill and John Barlow.
HOW TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS: Please consider signing up for the email
alerts and updates sent by Stathern NHW scheme. All emails will be sent ‘blind’
to keep your email address confidential. Contact stathernnhw@gmail.com.
Remember if you see anything suspicious or have anything to report please
contact Leicestershire Police by dialling 101. You can now also report online via
the Leicestershire Police website (https://leics.police.uk). In an emergency
always call 999. Crimestoppers can be contacted on 0800 555111.
On behalf of the village, we would like to thank Hilary for her dedication to
keeping us updated on a variety of issues from lost animals to stolen vehicles
and property as well as information on keeping ourselves safe. Hilary set up
the NHW scheme for Stathern and has volunteered many hours of her time in
undertaking this valuable role.
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Do You Know Where To Report Scam Messages?
Fake emails and text messages are a common tactic used by cyber
criminals, their goal is often to convince you to click a link. Once clicked,
you may be sent to a dodgy website which could download viruses onto
your computer, or steal your passwords and personal information.
In order to try and convince you that their messages are legitimate,
criminals will pretend to be someone you trust, or from some
organisation you trust. This could be your Internet Service Provider (ISP),
local council, even a friend in need. And they may contact you by phone
call, email or text message.
Reporting suspicious emails:
If you have received an email which you’re not quite sure about, you can
report it by forwarding the email to the Suspicious Email Reporting
Service at: report@phishing.gov.uk
As of 31st October 2021, the number of suspicious email reports stands at
more than 8,100,000, with the removal of more than 67,000 scams and
124,000 URLs.
*In a small number of cases, an email may not reach our service due to it
already being widely recognised by spam detection services. The vast
majority of reports do reach our system so please keep reporting any
suspicious emails you receive.
Reporting suspicious text messages:
You can report suspicious text messages to your mobile network provider,
for free, by forwarding the text to 7726.
If you forward a text, your provider can investigate the origin of the text
and take action, if found to be malicious. If 7726 doesn’t work, you can
find out how to report a text message by contacting your provider.
(On many Android devices and iPhones, pressing and holding on the
message bubble should present the option to forward the message)
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For more of the government’s latest advice on how to stay secure online,
visit the Cyber Aware website: ncsc.gov.uk/cyberaware.

Vale Medical Group
Vale Medical Group (VMG) incorporates the medical practices at Long Clawson
and Stackyard, Croxton Kerrial. The objective of the Patient Participation Group
(PPG) is to promote and sustain co-operation between the practice and
patients to the benefit of both. The PPG has recently been regenerated and
aims to fulfil this objective. This is particularly important in the light of the
changes to working practices in primary care, together with the introduction of
new roles that will improve the breadth and availability of care. There is
currently a committee of seven and we welcome new members from all parts
of the VMG catchment to get involved in this interesting work.
If you are interested in joining or have any feedback, please contact me at
vmgpatients@gmail.com.
John Wood, Chair, Vale Medical Group, Patient Participation Group

HARBY HARLEQUINS PRESENT 'ROBIN HOOD'
Oh no, they won't….
Oh yes, they will….

At the time of writing, things seem very uncertain.
Will we be allowed to rehearse during January? Will we be able to put
on a show? Well put it into your diaries anyway.
Wednesday 2nd February to Saturday 5th February at 7.30pm with a
matinée on the Saturday at 2.00pm at Harby Village Hall.
The Wednesday performance is FREE for all seniors (please still book a
ticket). Tickets £10 each, with child concessions available for all
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performances except Saturday evening. ALL Saturday evening tickets
are £10.
Tickets on sale from 3rd January on 01949 860730, Monday – Saturday
10am to 7pm. Box office closed on Sundays.
With Robin Hood, Maid Marian, the Dame AND Lidl John all coming from
Stathern, this is definitely a performance to watch!
For more information, contact Sally Fagan on 01949 860167.

Megan Gray (from the Coffee Shot) has started a new beauty business
based in Stathern.
Treatments provided are:*Eyelash Lift
*Eyebrow & Eyelash Tinting
*Waxing
*Acrylic & Gel Nails
*Facials
*Manicure & Pedicures
*Hopi Ear Candles
For full details and pricing please contact Megan on 07570 402731
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What can go in my recycling bin?
Protecting the environment and recycling as much as
we can are important for many families although
sometimes it is not clear what can go in our brown bin.
Having checked Melton Borough Councils website,
here’s what can be put in:

*Glass (No flat glass/mirrors/drinking glasses)



*Aerosol cans from the kitchen and bathroom (These must be empty.
Please avoid aerosols from the garage or shed that contain hazardous
materials such as WD40 or spray paint.)



*Aluminium foil and foil trays (These must be clean)



*Plastic bottles, pots, tubs, trays and punnets (Any colour except black)



*Plastic bags (not black) such as carrier bags, bread bags, salad and
vegetable bags



*Plastic film, such as bubble wrap, cling film and cellophane (These must
be clean)



*Cardboard including egg boxes, toilet roll, and kitchen roll middles
(Please flatten boxes and remove any polystyrene or sticky tape)



*Other cardboard, such as cereal boxes and card from ready meals



*Files and folders without metal components



*Greeting cards (No glitter, fabric or embellishments)



*Cartons/tetra packs



*Food and drink cartons, such as milk, soups



*Paper - Newspapers, magazines, leaflets, catalogues, directories and
envelopes



*Wrapping paper (Plain paper only. No glitter, fabric or embellishments.)



*Shredded paper (Place inside an open topped box such as a cereal box
or paper bag. Only shred the part of the document that contains
personal information.)
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*Softback books and hardback books – ideally donate for reuse where
possible

Recycling that contains contaminants will not be collected by the collection
crews until the contaminants have been removed.
Recycling from Leicestershire (except North West Leicestershire, which is sorted
at their depot in Coalville), goes to Casepak, a Materials Recycling Facility
(MRF) in Leicester. Materials are sorted into the different material categories
using state-of-the-art equipment and machinery before being baled and sent
on to processers for recycling.
How to present your recycling
 Empty, rinse and dry all bottles, jars and containers and place lids back
on
 Flatten cardboard* and cartons – keep it dry
 Remove any polystyrene or sticky tape from cardboard boxes
 Items should go in loose
 All packaging should be empty
*Large pieces of neatly flattened cardboard can be left by the side of your
recycling bin. For further information, please visit the Lesswaste website (see
link below).
Unwanted furniture?

The Less Waste website https://www.lesswaste.org.uk/ offers suggestions on
how to get rid of furniture that is in a good condition and Stathern Chat is
another good way to recycle unwanted items.

NATURE NOTES

RSPB BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH
This year’s garden bird watch takes place on the 28th - 30th January and last
year over 1 million people took part. According to the RSPB, we have lost 38
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million birds from the UK skies over the last 50 years so survey’s like this
provide important information on how our garden birds are doing.
You don’t need to be an expert bird watcher as the majority of birds will be
familiar already and it only takes an hour. A free information pack is available
when you sign up on-line at
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/.
If you don’t have a computer, then come along to a Wednesday afternoon
Connect session at the WMI and we can do it with you.
Last years survey revealed that the top five birds seen were:1. House Sparrow
2. Blue Tit
3. Starling
4. Blackbird
5. Wood Pigeon

Please don’t forget to feed the birds at this time of year as a cold winter can
kill many birds, particularly small birds like Wrens, Robins and Blue Tits which
are more likely to die through starvation than the larger birds.

EASTWELL VILLAGE HALL
LIVE@EASTWELL
All shows start 7.45pm Doors 7.00pm. Further information and tickets www.eastwell.org.uk/concerts

Xander and the Peace Pirates - Sat 26 Feb 7.45pm Doors 7.00pm
With haunting riffs, genius melodies, and an irrepressibly infectious
charisma, Xander and the Peace Pirates make a welcome return after a
hugely successful show in 2019.
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Stretch and Mobility Class - Eastwell Village Hall
Wednesdays 10.30-12.00 - starting 5th January
Stretch360 is an 80 minute class which involves stretch routines, core
strengthening exercises and relaxation techniques incorporating aspects
of Yoga and Pilates - with a bit of fun thrown in! Laura is a qualified,
insured and experienced instructor and teacher with over ten years in
the industry.
This is an easygoing class with a welcoming and relaxing atmosphere.
The class is suitable for all; from complete beginners to experienced
sports people as the levels can be tailored to suit who is in the class. All
you need to bring is a yoga mat as all other equipment is provided.
For more information and booking please visit
https://stretch360-with-laura.square.site/

24

CONTACT NUMBERS
Baby and Toddler Playgroup
Alice Tranfield(07756 686682)
Belvoir Dance Academy
(07786 545113)
Clare Calder (Ballet, tap & modern)
BelvoirCare(event first aid & training)
Martin Fagan (01949 898333)
training@belvoircare.com

Speedwatch
Judith Daws (860138)
e-mail: judithdaws@f2s.com
St Guthlac’s Church PCC
Roger Hawkins (860215)
Mary Briant (869448)
St Guthlac’s Bell Ringers
Roger Hawkins (860215)

Belvoir Vale Bowls Club
Stephen Bacon (07870 327568)

Stathern Gardening Club
Bob Wadsworth (861432)

Belvoir Vale Tennis Club (Hose)
Linda White (01664 822993)

Stathern Housing Matters
Alison Shelton (07801 970883)

Brownie Guides (Harby)
Viv Hewson (860354)

Stathern Neighbourhood Plan
Justine Collins (07702 806685) or
E: StathernNHP@gmail.com

Dog Wardens
860138 and 861341
Eastwell History Group
John Wood (01949 861836)

Stathern Parish Council/Allotments
Justine Collins (Clerk) 07702 806685
Stathern Primary School
The School Secretary (860316)

FLAG (Framland Local Archaeological
Group)
Tony Connolly (01476 870072)

Stathern Recreation Association
Daniel Swain (869690)

Friends of Stathern School
Mary Swain (07966 082955) or
Stathern Primary School

Stilton Striders Running Club
E: stiltonstriders@yahoo.co.uk

Harby Girl Guides
Amy Schofield (860723)
harbyguides@gmail.com
Harby Harlequins
Paul Steward (860112)
Sally Fagan (860167)
Long Clawson Cubs & Scouts
Lisa Allen (07900 620819)
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator
Hilary Patterson (869198)
The Royal British Legion
Liz Hourd (860332) or
Graham Shipman (860874)

The Vale Choir (Church Choir)
Richard Hedley (861747)
Vale of Belvoir Ramblers
01949 836042
vbramblers@gmail.com
Village Library – Telephone Kiosk
Sally Fagan 860167 fagan@dircon.co.uk
War Memorial Institute
Alison Shelton (01949 833508)
E: wmiquery@gmail.com
Women’s Institute - Secretary
E: karen.matthias@btinternet.com
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LOCAL BUSINESSES AND SERVICES

Village facilities
COFFEE SHOT
Fabulous cakes, tea & coffee,
sandwiches, breakfast rolls, bread, milk,
sweets, newspapers & lots more
Opening hours are:
Monday - Friday - 7:00am - 4:00pm for
coffee 6:00pm for shop
Saturday - 8:00am-3:00pm
Sunday - 9:00am-1:00pm
Tel: 01949 869063
Website:www.coffee-shot.co.uk
STATHERN VILLAGE STORE
Now open 7 days a week offering
confectionery, snacks, soft drinks,
grocery, fruit and veg, fresh meat, dairy
products, fresh food on the go, frozen
food, vegetables & desserts, medicines,
pet food, household & cleaning products,
stamps,alcohol, tobacco and e-cigs etc.
Monday to Saturday 8.00am to 9.00pm
Sunday 9.00am to 3.00pm
POST OFFICE AT THE PLOUGH
Monday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Thursday 8:30am – 10:30am
Friday 9:00 am – 1:00pm

Local Services
BELVOIR FUELS
Suppliers of all household coal, charcoal
and kindling.
Winter discount for pensioners
Station Yard, Harby Lane
Tel: 01949 860510
CR HOME & GARDEN SERVICES
Getting around to the jobs you don’t have
time for. General home repairs, garden
maintenance, fencing, landscaping,
patios and grass cutting.
Tel: 01949 861880 – 07969 686157

NICHOLSONS
General Building Work & Property
Maintenance (based in Stathern)
Plastering, Rendering, Injection Damp
Proofing, Joinery, Plumbing, Kitchens &
Bathrooms, Home Maintenance,
Decorating, Conservatories, Extensions,
Driveways, Fencing and Roofing.
Concrete blocks made to specifications
Fully Insured
No job too big or too small
Call 01949 729505 or 07763 702379
STATHERN CLEANING SERVICES
Scott Wombwell -window cleaner,
general outside maintenance including
gutter clearing.
Tel: 0796 8948692
COMPUTER SOS
Computer repairs, new computer/laptops,
refurbished equipment etc. Repairs
undertaken in your own home.
Contact Brian Kirk
Tel:01949 861834 or 07894 352517
PHILLIP HARBY ELECTRICAL
We are a family run electrical contracting
business with over 25 years experience
in providing a full range of electrical
services and installations.NICEIC
registered contractor.
Tel: 01664 444 358 or 07702 022 682
STATHERN BASED HANDYMAN
ANY jobs around the house/garden
considered. Contact Paul
Tel: 07734651356
DELILAH FINE FOODS
Artisan delicatessen special occasion
hampers. Free delivery available to
Stathern and the surrounding areas
(mention this ad for free delivery).
Website: https://delilahfinefoods.co.uk/
Tel: 0115 9494461
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Hair and Beauty

Places to Stay

MEGAN GRAY BEAUTY
Based in Stathern
*Eyelash lift
*Eyebrow & eyelash tinting
*Waxing
*Acrylic & Gel nails
*Facials
*Manicure & pedicures
*Hopi ear candles
Please contact Megan for more details
and prices on 07570402731

THE OLD NURSERIES
Boutique Bed and Breakfast in Stathern
Www.theoldnurseriesbandb.com
Email:-deb.beevers@gmail.com
Telephone:- 01949 869167
/07976315912

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Based in Stathern
Over 20 years experience
Very competitive prices
Call Samantha
Tel: 01949 860459 or 07963 745312

THE OLD READING ROOM
If you have family and friends looking for
a place to stay locally, please check out
our AirBnB listing: The Old Reading
Room's Cosy Cottage Annex
15 Church Lane, Stathern
Website Link:
airbnb.com/h/oldreadingroom
For more info please call or message
Rosalyn on 07754517721

Arts and Crafts
31 DEGREES LEISURE DAYS
An exclusive Spa based in the village
of Eastwell offering private Spas for
groups of between 4 -14 people. For
details see the website
www.31degreesleisuredays.co.uk
Contact Bridget on 07570 813212

ART CLASS
Wednesday 10:00am - 12noon
Stathern Village Hall
£5 incl. tea/coffee and biscuits!
Beginners welcome.
Contact Erica on 07805 206976

Mums and Toddlers

Exercise and Health

PLAYGROUP
Every Friday during term time from
10:30am – 12:30pm.
Babies to school age; £2:25 per family
Stathern WMI
Contact Alice Tranfield on
07756686682 or
alicetranfield@hotmail.com

HATHA YOGA FOR EVERYONE
Tuesday – Hose Village Hall 6:00 –
7:30pm
Thursday Eaton Village Hall 9:00 -10:30
am
Thursday Stathern WMI 7:00 - 8:30pm
Class sizes are limited.
£7 per class
Contact Erica on 07805 206976

27

PILATES
Stathern Village Hall (WMI)
Friday 9:00am – 10:00am
£7 per class (£5 for those doing online
deal).
Limited spaces, bring your own mat.
Weekly pre-booking
For more info call Alice on 07756
686682
BELVOIR OSTEOPATHY
Highly qualified and fully registered
Osteopath located in the Vale of
Belvoir (Harby). We provide medical
expertise, hands on treatment and
management of various conditions
To find out more go to
belvoirosteopathy.co.uk

Therapies
VALE OF BELVOIR COUNSELLING
3 City Road, Stathern
Individual, family or couples counselling.
Experience in issues including
relationships, loss and bereavement,
domestic and sexual violence, stress,
anxiety, low self-esteem and anger
management. Adults and children.
Telephone and skype sessions are also
offered.
Contact Kathy for further information
on 07773010498
www.valeofbelvoircounselling.co.uk
VALE THERAPY
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Mind Coach,
PLR and NLP Sports Mind Coach.
Specialist areas include: anxiety and
worry, habits and beliefs, childbirth
trauma, confidence and self-esteem,
bullying, gaslighting & narcissism, exam
stress, phobias, PTSD and cPTSD,
stress management, trauma resolution.
Contact Louise Page on 07960
839122,.www.valetherapy.co.uk
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